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The Composer

Travis J. Weller is an active composer, arranger, educator, and advocate of music
education. He has been the director of bands at Mercer Area Middle—Senior High
School in Pennsylvania since August of 1995. Travis earned his bachelor’s degree
in music education with a concentration in tuba and conducting from Grove City
College, and master’s degree in music education from Duquense University. He is
currently pursuing a doctorate in music education at Kent State University.

Travis has served as district president and county representative for the
Music Educators Association, and is a member of Phi Beta Mu (Nu Chap
and the National Band Association. He has been a guest speaker in
at various colleges and universities for secondary method
and has presented at the 2009 PMEA State Conference.

About the Music

Tales of a Medieval Warrior is a three-movement progr. tich that seeks to capture
the life and times of the hero ights of the Middle A ights would arise from being
the son of a noble, serve,ti a squire to an older knight, and after proving himself
the defender @ weak and champion of the kingdom.

(@lain, ride horses, and begin carrying a

i & Call for Knights depicts a celebratory day,
%ﬂ nto knighthood begins. The opening 16

fare full of t p and ceremony befitting a new knight.

g at meéu etains a medieval dancelike quality indicative of

nighting ceremony. The opening fanfare returns at
melody emerges from horn, tenor saxophone,

i @mpening movement to a stirring conclusion.

ourting a
ode of Chi was a system of morals around which the knight’s daily life
revolved, which included honor, bravery, courtly manners, and gallantry toward
women. Vﬁa fierce and brave warrior in battle, the medieval knight was also
expe t a cultured, devout, loyal, and courteous man according to the Code

h . With this in mind, the knight was expected to court a young maiden during
his‘time of service to his lord. The relationship of the knight and his lady was crucial

se she provided an influential voice to the knight, became head of the castle in

his absence, and counseled over many private issues. The second movement follows
the form and style of a pavane, with a repeat of the A section included at the end.
Directors may wish to utilize only one or two players per part until measure 25 for
variety in ensemble timbre and contrast.

III. Winning the Joust

Jousting was a medieval sport that was often part of tournaments in which knights
participated during the Middle Ages. These tournaments required the knight to
display many of the same skills he would use in combat. The joust, which offered
large sums of prize money, required a tremendous amount of individual skills. For
many knights the joust was how they made their fame and fortune, and for others it
was how they lost their life. The third movement begins with two knights sizing each
other up from across the tiltyard. At measure 11, the signal is given for the knights
to begin the joust. Unless otherwise noted, the ensemble should strive to perform
all passages with a marcato articulation.
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II. Courting a Lady
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Majestic and sustained
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III. Winning the Joust
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