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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an active composer, conductor, pr , and per

He received his bachelor’s degree in music from James Madison rsity
master’s degree from the University of Miami in Flori alma works
symphonic band, orchestra, and brass have been p,
including the College Band Directors National and
Clinic, the International Tuba/Euphoniun
Festival, and the International Trump
commissions has included groups ra
ensembles, including the Baltimore i
Orchestra, the University of Miami Wi %s and others.
He has also enjoyed world premieres in'f venues s Carnegie Hall.

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys engagements \&u us honor bands and

- Q

orchestras, university gro and professional ens es throughout the country:.
Notable guest conducti rances have includedthe Midwest Clinic, College
Band Directors Regio ce, Mid-Atl Wind Conductors Conference,
ass Ensem%ﬁd Meyerhoff Symphony Hall in
d as an adju essor of instrumental conducting
i * owson University in Maryland.

Baltimore. He has
and acting di

es is the Dlrex Instrumental Publications for The FJH
| n Fort La ale, Florida. He resides in Baltimore with his

ons, Jafwbllin.

Currently;

ogr Notes
EIe ort 4-movement work (thus its subtitle Petite Symphony) constructed
1 form as a traditional symphony: Allegro non troppo, Largo, Scherzo, and
ace Each movement corresponds with and musically depicts a specific
nt air, water, earth, and fire.



The first movement, Air, has a minimalistic quality to it. The opening 4-note mo
continues uninterruptedly throughout the entire movement, while voices carryin
it and textures surrounding it constantly change. According to Greek philosopher
Empedocles, air is an outwardly reaching element, reaching up and out. Thi i
the structure of the movement, which begins very sparsely then builds
though the music is not physically getting louder. As different voices
layer, an angular melody comes to the forefront. However,
musical development, it is actually the music around the p
the melody itself.

The second movement, Water, is impressionistic in nature.
Empedocles’s belief that water is an inwardly reaching ele
body of water with a glasslike surface. Momentary crests and"dip
represent droplets of water interrupting the smogth appearance of the
creating small ripples that extend from the poi impact. Note that th max of
the movement actually occurs one measur ne would think (measute 24),

depicting the sometimes unexpected and beauty of naﬁ

The third movement, Earth, describe ng of th tHitself. It draws
its musical inspiration from Mercur @)lst’s The Planets
(rather ironically because eart d%om his work). Except
for a few brief moments, the igh V&E‘l reat deal of forward
momentum. While ther re mostly. thteugh-composed, the third
follows a rather spec i e A sectio rns almost in its entirety
at the end (like many B assical co&'tions), symbolizing the earth’s
recurrent spinnin i

re& and harmonically complex, and as
aresult, is t e intensity of fire and is relentless in its
approach. Even music appears,to have reached a climax, dissonance takes
over an element of uncertainty. Finally, the familiar 4-note motif of the

first blazes throug rhythmic and harmonic complexity. Unlike the

pe n ch it was introduced, it is now juxtaposed with the aggressive
em al m tegrating Empedocles’s conviction that both air and
ire were outwardlyreaching elements.

A b b

The final mov,

\/0
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