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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an active composer, conductor, pr , and per

He received his bachelor’s degree in music from James Madison rsity 0
master’s degree from the University of Miami in Flori alma works
symphonic band, orchestra, and brass have been p,
including the College Band Directors National and
Clinic, the International Tuba/Euphoniun
Festival, and the International Trump
commissions has included groups ra
ensembles, including the Baltimore i
Orchestra, the University of Miami W %s and others.
He has also enjoyed world premieres in'f venues s Carnegie Hall.

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys engagements u us honor bands and
orchestras, university gro and professional ens es throughout the country:.
Notable guest conducti rances have includedthe Midwest Clinic, College
Band Directors Regio ce, Mid-Atl Wind Conductors Conference,
ass Ensem%ﬁd Meyerhoff Symphony Hall in
d as an adju essor of instrumental conducting
i * owson University in Maryland.

Baltimore. He has
and acting di

Currently, es is the Dlrex Instrumental Publications for The FJH
1c Co I n Fort La al€, Florida. He resides in Baltimore with his

ons, Jafwbllin.

A out e Music
Dra e second movement of an unpublished work for a cappella choir
Portraits in Bluestone), this work is driven by complex harmonies and
te he title references the way the music constantly moves between moments
qulllty and massive power. Silence in and of itself can be extremely musical
somewhat overwhelming when presented in the right context. In this case, it is
used in both a sustaining and transitional fashion. It represents the ideal that music
contmuously moves in and out of silence, and that silence itself can be a powerful
means of expression.

Silence Overwhelmed is dedicated to the South Carolina Collegiate Honor Band and
was commissioned by a consortium of the following universities:

Charleston Southern University
Clemson University

Coastal Carolina University
Francis Marion University

Furman University

Lander University

University of South Carolina
University of South Carolina Aiken

Winthrop University /%\év W .
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Duration: 5:30

commissioned by the South Carolina Collegiate Honor Band;
James L. Tully, SC-CBDNA Chair; Richard Clary, Guest Conductor
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