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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an active composer, conductor, producer, and performer.
He received his bachelor’s degree in music from James Madison University and his
master’s degree from the University of Miami in Florida. Mr. Balmages’s works for
symphonic band, orchestra, and brass have been performed throughout the world,
including the College Band Directors National and Regional Conferences, the Midwest
Clinic, the International Tuba/Euphonium Conference, the International Trombone
Festival, and the International Trumpet Guild Conference. His active schedule of
commissions has included groups ranging from elementary schools to pr
ensembles, including the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra, Miami Symp

Notable guest conducting appearances have include
Band Directors Regional Conference, Mid-Atlantic

and acting director of the symphoni

The FJH
ore with his

Currently, Mr. Balmages is the Direc
Music Company Inc. in Fort Lauderdz

About the

SSIOH issued a moratorium on commercial

unt whales, including endangered species.
& stating that whales are caught for research,

the whales is unnecessary for research and
tha quite possible to more from living whales. In addition, whale meat
om t ampaigns za) ged and sold in stores and restaurants.

h no clear m pping these whalers (who hunt in whale sanctuaries as

, Captain on and his organization, the Sea Shepherd Conservation
ty, have en ored to stop the whaling fleets on their own. Their tactics include
throwing stink bombs on whaling ships to make the crew sick, using prop foulers to
jam enginéd even ramming ships. He has rammed and sunk several whaling ships,
and h hundreds if not thousands of whales, seals, and other animals. Captain
his crew regularly risk their lives.

is)jwork paints a picture of life aboard this modern-day pirate ship. After describing
uiet morning at port, the music becomes more rhythmically intense as it portrays
the Farley Mowat, Watson'’s ship. Painted entirely black with a pirate flag hoisted up,
lt is an intimidating ship that includes a giant spear on its side. Called the can opener,
this weapon is used to pierce the hull of whaling ships.

Soon, the ship leaves port in pursuit of whaling fleets. The music becomes more
adventurous and intense as they eventually encounter a fleet and attempt to stop it
from catching more whales. During the campaign, the crew discovers the body of a
dead whale floating in the water. This section, labeled The Harpoon, describes the
crew’s aversion to seeing the harpooned whale. The music then takes on a very
solemn character, in remembrance of the fallen creature. The final section begins
to build and take on the character of the beginning. With this increasing intensity
comes a new resiliency and hope that Watson and his crew can once again make a
difference, both now and in the future.

Whale Warriors was commissioned by the Reeths-Puffer Middle School Symphonic
Band in Muskegon, Michigan; Richard Erne, Director.

B1416



Duration: 5:00 commissioned by the Reeths-Puffer Middle School Symphonic Band, Muskegon, Michigan;
Richard Erne, Director
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