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The Composer

master’s degree from the University of Miami in Flori
symphonic band, orchestra, and brass have been per
including the College Band Directors National and
Clinic, the International Tuba/Euphonium

ensembles, including the Baltimore
Orchestra, the University of Miami
He has also enjoyed world premieres i

h
As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys engagements wi uéls honor bands and
orchestras, university gro and professional en es throughout the country.
Notable guest conducting appearances have include e Midwest Clinic, College
Band Directors Regio nce, Mid-AtlaE‘c Wind Conductors Conference,

ss,and others.
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the Atlantic Classi d Meyerhoff Symphony Hall in
Baltimore. He ha sor of instrumental conducting
and acting director o b{ owson University in Maryland.

r

Currentl ages is the Dire‘x Instrumental Publications for The FJH
sic Co in Fort Laudérdale, Florida. He resides in Baltimore with his
isa, ons, Jaco ollin.

ic

On Febru , 2008, tragedy struck my hometown in Maryland. A young high school
boy, Nich@rowning, made national headlines after being arrested for murdering
his p and two younger brothers. The entire community was thrown into shock
b was an honors student and the whole episode seemed so impetuous.

others Gregory and Benjamin were percussionists in the Cockeysville Middle
School Bands. It was shortly after this tragedy that their band director, Jonathan
Sindler, approached me about writing a piece for a memorial concert. I have done
several of these types of works in the past, and they are never easy. This occasion,
however, was particularly difficult to digest. My wife attended the same middle
school as the two brothers, and both of us are alumni of the high school where
Nicholas Browning was a student. So, it is with a heavy heart and great remorse
that I offer this work as a musical eulogy for the family. It is also written for Nicholas
Browning, who despite the acts charged against him, must be in a great deal of pain.
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The music is quite mournful and reflective in nature, though periods of wa
project through, each becoming more intense and uplifting as the work devel
The opening statement in the piano appears throughout the work and helps uni
all the sections of the piece. These quiet outbursts are reminiscent of bo

context, the phrase takes on a mournful quality as well, thus juxta
contrasting emotions.

Beginning at measure 42, the work centers around its mg
percussion and piano echo the thoughts of the openi
heartbeat and soft metallic ringing that accompanies t
time, as to suggest the presence of something greater t
piece. This leads into soft woodwind swells that are acco
of a single chime four times — one for each family member who lost theix li

the chords are bound by the same note (co t F), which is also t h of the
chime. This single note remains present thro ut the section to help'keep all of
the elements together, a metaphor to ill unbroken bonds of the family.

As the music grows more dissonan does the f of unrest,
confusion, and anxiety. This continu and expand %armonically and
texturally until finally giving wa I, hter harmonies.
These continue to grow as e uplifting, eventually
crashing into a massive stat j oing the positive sentiments
of the beginning, ; y r scale ( o at measure 76).

m while a few woodwind soloists
fades to nothing. A closing

outburst that carries both great joy
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