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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an active composer, conductor, producer, and performer.
He received his bachelor’s degree in music from James Madison University and his
master’s degree from the University of Miami in Florida. Mr. Balmages’s works for

symphonic band, orchestra, and brass have been performed throughou
including the College Band Directors National and Regional Conferences,
Clinic, the International Tuba/Euphonium Conference, the Internati

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys engagements
orchestras, university groups, and professi

throughout the c ry.

Notable guest conducting appearance$ hav idwest ic;(College
Band Directors Regional Conference i ind ConductoxsyConference,

the Atlantic Classical Orchestra Bras 1 Meyerhoff @ony Hall in
Baltimore. He has also served as an & essor of instr ntal conducting

e
t Maryland.

Music Company Inc. in For#Lauderdale, Florida. H des in Baltimore with his
wife, Lisa, and their so and Collin.

: [owson Uni\té
Currently, Mr. Balmages is the Director of Instrquu tions for The FJH

Abou sic Q\

Th ra suite t ny forms before settling into its current format.

he o g movement, In jon—Into the Great Blue Sea was actually the third

the fo ovementﬁe written. It paints a picture of a crew casting off and
turing into t e ship’s bell immediately sets the tone as the music takes

e spirit o e and wonder that comes with exploring the amazing

s and their ets. The music peaks as the ship reaches full speed, ripping

into the W@and leaving a magnificent wake behind. The music fades, and the

ship’s bel mes softer and softer as the ship fades from sight.

The 3%1 movement, The Prowling Shark, is the most dissonant and contemporary
o fétr. It is centered around a 4-note motif that is presented immediately. The

quence of notes is developed both melodically and harmonically as the shark
continues its prowl of the open waters.

\ Dolphins at Play portrays everything that most people love about dolphins — their
@ friendly demeanor, playful personalities, and ability to jump out of water. It follows

a group of dolphins frolicking in the waters as the ship heads by.

The final movement, Whale Sighting, is very grandiose in nature. Beginning very
0 softly, the entire movement is one huge crescendo, as the whale continues to grow

larger and larger, slowly reaching the surface of the deep. Eventually the ship is

upon it, the crew admiring the magnificent creature as it surges out of the water

and lands, creating a tremendous splash and amazing sight. This movement was
actually the first written, followed by Dolphins at Play. The need for a more formal
introduction was then realized, thus the creation of the opening movement.
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Duration: 5:00 commissioned by William Penn Charter School Band, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania;
Robert Wilson, Director of Middle School Bands

SCENES FROM AN OCEAN VOYAGE

[. Introduction — Into the Great Blue Sea
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