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The Composer

Timothy Loest is a nationally known composer, arranger, and music educator.
His young band publications possess an accessible, artistic style that flows
from over twenty years in the classroom.

An exclusive composer and arranger for The FJH Music Company Inc.,
Loest’s bestselling supplemental methods Warm-ups and Beyond and Rh
and Beyond are used daily in band rooms throughout the United S

on various instrumental music topics. He frequently
bands and regularly accepts commissions.

education through his writing and te

About the Music
st of North

America’s first foreign war took place on the Mediterra %

Africa known as the Barbary/oast. After the Revol @ ry War, the United
States could no longer dep on Britain to protect'ier merchant ships.

Exploiting this vulnerabili Barbary States of Morocco, Algiers, Tunis,
and Tripoli demande payments rantee safe passage of

American ships. re not paid, ary pirates would raid
American ships the ransom for prisoned sailors.

In Americ tinental Congre s&horized John Adams and Thomas
Jefferson with the pi USS ates. While treaties could avert war,

Ny ts of bribél eventually bankrupt the United States.

ed Congres authorize the construction of six naval
few short years@ca would go to war. The U.S. Marine Corps

In 1805, assembled an expeditionary force of Marines to
ubdue Bar oast pirates who were raiding American merchant
ships in the diterranean. Lieutenant Presley O’Bannon and his
Marir@larched across 600 miles of North Africa’s Libyan Desert to
succe y storm the fortified Tripolitanian City of Derna. The first
‘éof the Marines’ Hymn recalls the battle, which lives in Marine
radition: “From the Halls of Montezuma to the shores of Tripoli.”

es of the Barbary Coast depicts the historic Battle of Tripoli. A mysterious
opening foreshadows the impending conflict as American ships set sail for war.
The music then takes an immediate turn in tempo and mood. Modal tones and
cracking whips reflect the defiant spirit of awaiting pirates. Tension builds at
measure 42, as marines go ashore to begin their long journey across the desert.
The Marines’ Hymn announces the assault on Derna, Tripoli, and at measure 59,
artillery bombardment of the city begins. The music concludes as the marines
triumph then set full sail for home.

The inspiration for this work came from a composition entitled Gettysburg:
A Civil War Portrait. In this composition, Maryland composer Brian Balmages
musically depicts the Battle of Gettysburg, a turning point in the Civil War.

oy
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