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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an active composer, conductor, pr , and per er.
He received his bachelor’s degree in music from James Madison rsity is 0
master’s degree from the University of Miami in Flori alma works
symphonic band, orchestra, and brass have been p, @
including the College Band Directors National and
Clinic, the International Tuba/Euphoniun
Festival, and the International Trump
commissions has included groups ra
ensembles, including the Baltimore i
Orchestra, the University of Miami W %s, and others.
He has also enjoyed world premieres in'f venues s Carnegie Hall.

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys engagements Qu us honor bands and

orchestras, university gro and professional ens es throughout the country:.
Notable guest conducti rances have includedthe Midwest Clinic, College
Band Directors Regio ce, Mid-Atl Wind Conductors Conference,
ass Ensem%d Meyerhoff Symphony Hall in
d as an adju essor of instrumental conducting
i * owson University in Maryland.

Baltimore. He has
and acting di

Currently; es is the Direx Instrumental Publications for The FJH
*sic Co I n Fort La al€, Florida. He resides in Baltimore with his
fepLi ons, Ja

ProgrﬁNotes
Midnight o in Street was conceived as the underscore to a fictional fireworks
in

Q s the years, firework displays have become increasingly complex and
a , combining the use of various pyrotechnics with outstanding music. The
edfself is directly inspired by events such as New Year’s Eve and the Fourth of

July, and other spectacular occasions that require the backdrop of night as a blank

\ canvas about to be filled with various colors, images, shapes, and sounds.

\/0

'
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This work ties together my personal experiences with the commissioning dire
Karl Himmelmann, who is a huge fan of the lllumiNations show at Epcot in Disne
World. As a former performing musician at Epcot, [ was able to enjoy
show many times. Using a combination of fireworks, lasers, water, a
originally set to classical music; however, the current version use
specifically commissioned for it. It was in this spirit that |
on Main Street.

The score is through-composed, following the format
The one exception is a return of the angular lyrical 11
(first occurring in solo horn), which comes back as a v
force by brass in the finale.

The opening section is highly rhythmic wit
which are musical cues for the larger ﬁrewo
develop until two final bursts of sound
This transition is particularly interestin

ultiple ensemble hi ughout,
bursts. This section tinues to

transition to middle section.
uses a fals nce—although

the music seems to end on the to wind ﬂ ds to a second
hit that is on the subdominant, and s y for the ne tlon.

The entire second section i ionistic in natu &lles heavily on piano
and vibraphone, with uni coming fro ghout the ensemble.
Representing th ieter m n of a sh thh more emphasis is put

on visual display t 1 loud orks, it is reflective and calming.
i i ly before returni contemplative nature, setting

tignostly in §, is a stark contrast to both

n nature and more spirited—in fact, it is
k moves into ajor key. Themes and textures often switch
ayful and exubm providing a nice contrast within the section itself,
ece.

ic be considered the coda or finale, exhibits the intensity
the grand finale that has come to be expected from a spectacular fireworks show.

Th .

of

Beginning in me 91, the composition relies extensively on minimalism while
riation the earlier angular lyrical theme return in the brass, which presents
ese va N in major. The entire work builds furiously and ends with all the

dramat at one would hope to see in a pyrotechnic display.

k was commissioned by the Southold Senior High School Symphonic Band,
elmann, Director, and premiered with the composer conducting.
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commissioned by the Southold High School Symphonic Band, Southold, New York;

00

Duration: 7

Karl Himmelmann, Director
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