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The Arranger

Chris Sharp is a Florida native raised in Cocoa Beach. He rece
Music degree in theory and composition from the University of
performed in bands under Frank Wickes and Gary La
with Richard W. Bowles and Edward Troupin. He ea

Since 1984, Mr. Sharp has served as a reative

Services, providing music for event tmosphere e er mment

groups to national television broadcea written fo sal Studios

(Florida and California); Ringling Brot ire igh sc college bands

throughout the United States; and severa bands, ilﬁng the famed USAF
t

Airmen of Note. Active nationwide as a clinician, adj nd commissioned
writer, Mr. Sharp’s present fo¢us is on developing ial for high school and
middle school concert zz bands, and small ensembles. He currently

resides in Gainesville, ere he is a PiD, candidate in composition at
the University of Eleri

the Musi

e Spa Flrmamﬁ High is originally the name of a poem by Joseph
ison, which inspired by Psalm 19. In much the same way as Addison’s
diverges f David’s, Haydn’s melody for The Heavens Are Telling
his oratorio The Creation is adapted into a more singable form to align
with Addisen’s lyrics. This simplification also serves our purpose, rendering
the fammmody accessible for beginning bands.

ato tempo should remain constant throughout, excepting a logical
0 toward the end. For maximum textural contrast, observe the dynamics
ed encouraging performers, within tasteful limits, to make changes obvious
e listener. Strive for a uniform interpretation of quarter-note articulations
and note lengths, encouraging full-length notes but with a slight separation. An
advantage of this piece is that, unlike many beginning pieces, the lower instrument
parts are as rhythmically active as the others.

Percussion contributions should be rhythmic and precise, but well within the
wind mix dynamically. Pay special attention during full tutti sections to blend
woodwinds and brass that share the same line. Timpani should be tuned
carefully to provide maximum pitch support for low brass and woodwinds.
This piece provides a wonderful opportunity to develop pitch-matching skills

at an early age.



CONDUCTOR’S FULL SCORE

Approx. Performance Time = 1:20

THE SPACIOUS FIRMAMENT ON HIGH
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