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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an active composer, conductor, producer, and performer.
He received his bachelor’s degree in music from James Madison University and his
master’s degree from the University of Miami in Florida. Mr. Balmages’s works for

symphonic band, orchestra, and brass have been performed throughout the world,
including College Band Directors National and Regional Conferences, th
Clinic, the International Tuba/Euphonium Conference, the International
Festival, and the International Trumpet Guild Conference. His acti
commissions has included groups ranging from elementary:
ensembles, including the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra,
Orchestra, the University of Miami Wind Ensemble, Domlnlon
He has also enjoyed world premieres in prestigious venu

guest conducting appearances have inc i
Directors Regional Conference, Mid- s Con%

eyerhoff Symphon i
of instru ] ¢onducting
versity in yland.

Currently, Mr. Balmages is the Director o ications for The FJH
Music Company Inc. in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. He es altimore with his
wife, Lisa, and their son, Ja

Baltimore. He has also served as an a
and Director of the Symphonic Band

R ), R .

As its title implies, Rhy d Riffs is hat explores musical pulse, grooves,
notifs that recuﬁ& out the work. It was my hope to compose
v n

e that was able to explore various sounds
. From the very first measure, the work sets a

of a serio
youngerdba
rumentiae red atop each other until the entire ensemble is

functioning as set.

the o ng sectlola[hes its initial peak, mallet percussion takes over and
ablishes a n ooveé. However, even during this new material, bass drum
inues the i hmic motif. Once again, various rhythms are slowly layered
each other as‘the section builds. Instead of focusing entirely on rhythm, which
was done re, flutes and oboe interject a melodic layer into the texture (measure
35), whlcr@mes the basis of the material that defines the main melody of the
work

tire ensemble builds, the piece finds its first instance of rhythmic unison

ure 47) in which all parts are based on the same rhythmic ideas. Suddenly,
as uickly as the moment occurs, it gives way to a 1-measure stick count-off in the
percussmn which leads back to the opening material, this time a whole step lower.
As the initial ensemble drum set groove is reestablished, melodic material developed
from earlier thematic material is presented by flute and oboe. From this point, the

work develops both harmonically and rhythmically while the theme itself remains
the same.

At measure 88, the theme is augmented, becoming twice as slow as before, though
tempo remains unchanged. Throughout the augmentation, additional instruments
interject a combination of melodic fragments (flute and alto saxophone) and full
versions of previously presented material (oboe, tenor saxophone, trumpet, horn,
and trombone, taken from the full ensemble passage at measure 47). The end of the
work is developed in much the same way, drawing from the many rhythms and
fragments that have occurred throughout the work. One final statement reminds
the listener that this piece is truly based on Rhythms and Riffs.
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CONDUCTOR’S FULL SCORE commissioned by the lowa Bandmasters Associations

Approx. Performance Time = 3:15 for the All-lowa Eighth Grade Honor Band
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