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The Arranger

Chris Sharp is a Florida native raised in Cocoa Beach. He received a Ba
Music degree in theory and composition from the University of Florida,
performed in bands under Frank Wickes and Gary Langfor
with Richard W. Bowles and Edward Troupin. He earned a

throughout the United States; and se
Airmen of Note. Active nationwide a
ig ool and
middle school concert bands, jazz ba e currently
resides in Gainesville, Florida, where he

the University of Florida.

1d tour on Chrlﬁ Eve with A Stowaway on Santa’s Sleigh.
s several well-known Christmas tunes, placing them in
ns around the globe. Audiences will enjoy

”

W.

@e ins at the North Pole where, as Santa makes his
t-minute pre io ur stowaway sneaks aboard the sleigh. With a crack
e whip, th s the reindeer get their bearings, Up on the Housetop is
e they’ll likelypend up many times this evening. A gong note cues an Asian

take on Jolly Old St. Nicholas. Then we arrive in Arabia with O Little Town of
Bethlehe ed in a decidedly desertlike atmosphere. Israel is signaled by
a Kle interpretation of We Three Kings.

y continues into Russia, with Tchaikovsky’s Russian Dance from
tcracker Octoberfest turns into Decemberfest with an oompah rendition
e German tune O Tannenbaum. Over Italy, the jaunty Napoli is invaded by
a deudedly saucy Jingle Bells. Rule, Britannia becomes Yule, Britannia as the
Engllsh carol Deck the Halls makes a brief appearance. Party in Latin America
with the Jingle Bells chorus spiced with a generous helping of salsa. Our journey
westward ends in the United States with We Wish You a Merry Christmas as John
Philip Sousa would have conceived it.

Ranges, registers, and rhythms in A Stowaway on Santa’s Sleigh are accessible
to a wide range of ensembles. Watch carefully for tempo changes as the different
ethnic feels progress from one to another. Once the Israel section is reached,
tempo remains constant for the next few sections, though rhythmic feel shifts
to triple meter in the Italy section. The Latin section may be easier to learn if
rehearsed in a slower 2 meter until the rhythmic interaction is firmly established.
Make certain that percussion parts are accurate and are providing a good, solid
foundation. It will help to propel wind players through each section and provide

for good transitions.
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