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The Composer

Dr. Roland Barrett is currently a member of the music theory faculty at the
University of Oklahoma. He joined the theory department in the fall of 2001 after
serving the previous 16 years as assistant director of bands. In addition to teach-
ing various undergraduate and graduate level music theory courses, Dr. Barrett
continues his role as music arranger for the famed Pride of Oklahoma marching
band.

ensembles, and marching band. His compositions have re
mances at

About the Music

This work was inspired by the tragic
They Cried” or “The Trail of Tears”), oné

In the early 1800s, the U.S.,
North America, attempted
holdings. It would be inhabit
expansion westward f

Between 1816-1

a daul Tsw& E Trail Where

ddest incid American history.

eling threatened by esence in western
reate a buffer zone een U.S. and European
y eastern American Indians, allowing for American

inal colonie he Mississippi River.
n@ inal states and the Mississippi

rl he U.S. In 1830, Congress passed the
%ans off their land. In May of 1838, federal
Nation. Families were separated, elders
often given but a few moments to collect
left that summer, traveling from present-day
&gon One of these groups suffered three to five

ought.

day from il

1
anwhile, 15,0 péstill awaited removal. With overcrowding, poor sanitation,
intense d ny died. The Cherokees asked to postpone the journey
fall and agreed to voluntarily remove themselves at that time. The delay was

approved. In November, they began their 1000-mile trip on foot — Fort Gibson,
Oklahom ir final destination. Heavy autumn rains and hundreds of wagons
& alon dy route made roads nearly impassable. Little grazing and game were

pplement their meager rations. Between December 1838 and January
18 t h1rds of the poorly equipped Cherokees were trapped between the
nd Ohio and Mississippi rivers.

Illness and death were rampant. Various journal entries attest to brutal conditions:
“Cholera broke out and death was among us hourly...489 out of 800 arrived...311
persons drowned when an overloaded flatboat capsized.” By March 1839, survivors
had arrived in the West. No one knows how many died but the trail took a heavy

toll on infants, small children, and elderly. Accompanying missionary doctor Elizur
Butler estimated over 4000 died — nearly one-fifth of the entire Cherokee population.

The formal structure of the work abstractly depicts various stages of the tragic
journey. Measures 1-24 represent the government’s roundup of the Indians.
Measures 25-38 depict the shock of the government’s announcement that the
Cherokees be relocated and the ensuing pretrip chaos. The passage beginning at
measure 41 portrays the beginning stages of the long march. The middle section
beginning at measure 83 captures the immense sadness and desperation of the
months of December 1838 and January 1839. Measures 116—end represent the

final leg of the journey. E ! E E ‘
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With quiet intensity
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