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About the Music

The title o work is derived from two different periods in Kenosha, Wisconsin’s
e first describes the main title of the work: Winged Victory. On Memorial
30, 1900, a 60-foot monument was unveiled to commemorate the 1,367

isto
Da
nosha men who fought and died in the American Civil War. Atop this monument

is a statue of Winged Victory, a gift to the community from 71-year-old philanthropist
Zalmon G. Simmons. The monument served to honor the past and also symbolize
the promise of a bright future. As written in the Kenosha Evening News that day,
“May the Soldiers’ Monument never crumble. May the statue of Victory on the round
top of the shaft see Kenosha rise into metropolitan importance, and witness the
unintermitting prosperity of this favored land....”



The fact that the statue was intended to symbolize a bright future ties in to t
second meaning of the title as well as an explanation of the subtitle, Beacons o
Light. In 1866, Southport Lighthouse was built to guide ships into its
structure remained in use until 1906, when the decision was made
the light—the lantern gallery was removed in 1913, the lighthous
closed, and it went dark for the first time in history.

Citizens of Kenosha eventually learned of federal go
the lighthouse, and united together to save the struc
had been raised to reopen the lighthouse, restore the
the lantern. It now shines brightly as a historical land
early beginnings.

The entire form of the work follows the pro
ties into the emotions behind the magnific
Beacons of Light serve as powerful m
of Kenosha, but citizens around the w

ss of the Southport L use and
statue of Winged Victory. These

at resonate not,only with citizens
are strong natiénalistic feelings.

The opening chorale serves as th n for the en ork and returns in

triumph toward the end. T anty Th unken Sailor is the basis
for melodic material in th ction of the wot is lighthearted treatment
symbolizes the spirit of t the 1900s. work evolves, a woodwind
quartet is featun& asu t section that commmemorates the extinguishing
of the light at Sou t. n be heafd,inthe background as the themes

lop ansform.

% vigilance and determination of the
t for what they believe in—a trait seen in
usic is reflective of pride, spirit, and the
our roots. It is an enduring celebration that

yond the musigal notes.
ry was c i ned by the Kenosha Unified School District No. 1

fo B -Rama Festival. Parts are available for elementary,
intermediate, and anced ensembles. The work may be performed alone as a
grade 4 or com ith supplemental parts available separately at the grade 1

d 2 levéls. This elementary version includes a condensed score, so the director
may eas'x the ensemble at appropriate times.
Also,a e:

Victory (full advanced version — REQUIRED) — B1340
0 Victory Intermediate Supplemental Set (B) — B1342
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WINGED VICTORY

(BEACONS OF LIGHT) BRIAN BALMAGES
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