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About the Music

Starscapes three-movement work based on various constellations and their

e ologies. Orion (The Hunter), the opening movement, is one of the most
w n constellations, visible in the northern sky during the winter in the
rthern hemisphere. While there are several versions of the Orion myth, typically
it is agreed that he became the greatest hunter in the world and had incredible
strength and stature. While no consensus exists on the means of his death, it is often
suggested that he was killed by the sting of a small scorpion—an ironic death for
such a champion. The movement opens with an introduction that paints a picture
of a starry night, then portrays the majestic nature of Orion.



The second movement, Draco (The Dragon), depicts the most common myth
Draco inhabited a cave and killed Cadmus’s attendants after they were asked to
find fresh water as an offering to Jupiter. Cadmus went into the cave,
the dragon, and killed it with his spear. While there are many translati
Metamorphoses, a particularly vivid one describes Draco as “the s
a creature with a wonderful golden crest; fire flashed from
puffed up from poison, and from its mouth, set with a
a three-forked tongue.”

The final movement, Pegasus (The Winged Horse), pa
and famous myth of Pegasus. Pegasus was born as a re ) e
Perseus and Medusa. After Perseus killed Medusa, drops of'bleod fell intéea
and mixed with the sea foam. The result was the birth of Pegasus, th an ite-

winged horse. The movement portrays the
listener on a journey through the skies

oping of the horse, t takes the
agnificent creature.

The second movement calls for an optio ar, an instr%that essentially
simulates that very sound. Direc gedtor C e instrument
and help students make one if one ca @

Mallet parts are playable
with two players each. If f
2, and many of t
is available, the xy
Otherwise, bell

rson each, an&&*ssmn parts are playable

nists are availa timpani, mallet percussion
on 2 may He eliminated. If one mallet player
e secom ment should be performed.
o%ﬂs, or a set of two, which would ideally
ed with either the second or third movement.

Also, a mo med for a fall concert, before performing
ire work spring concert.Visit www.fjhmusic.com for pictures of a Lion’s

eas on how to @ one. ’
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CONDUCTOR’S FULL SCORE  commissioned by the Tar River Choral and Orchestral Society and RBC Centura Bank for the
Nash-Rocky Mount (NC) Middle School Honors Band

STARSCAPES

[. Orion (The Hunter)

Approx. Performance Time = 4:45
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