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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an active composer, conductor, producer, an
He received his bachelor’s degree in music from James Madison U
master’s degree from the University of Miami in Florida.
symphonic band, orchestra, and brass have been performe
including College Band Directors National and Regional Confe
Clinic, the International Tuba/Euphonium Conference,
Festival, and the International Trumpet Guild Confer
commissions has included groups ranging from el
ensembles, including the Baltimore Symphony Orc
Orchestra, the University of Miami Win
He has also enjoyed world premiere

ie Hall.

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoy
university groups, and professional &
guest conducting appearances have ine
Directors Regional Conference, Mid-Atlan
Atlantic Classical OrchestradBrass Ensemble, and ymphony Hall in
Baltimore. He has also serv s an adjunct professo instrumental conducting
and Director of the Sy and at Towson University in Maryland.

or bands,
ountry. Notable
College Band
onference, the

ctor of Inst tal Publications for The FJH
auderdale, Fl@ e resides in Baltimore with his

A

Currently, Mr. Bal
Music Company
wife, Lisa, an

out th g

s is a work icting how incredible things happen with just a small spark.
A spectacular fire can be started with a simple spark, or a spark of the imagination
can lead t@agniﬁcent idea. These sparks manifest themselves in many ways,
but i we all experience some type of spark in our lives.

hanges character several times as it explores various aspects of its title.
er, despite its multifaceted form, it also seeks to show the seamlessness of
ideas, indicating the presence of a universal spark. The piece is essentially a

metaphor that attempts to reveal the true power of even the smallest of actions or
events It reminds us that we are all capable of making a difference, no matter how
insignificant we think we are.

The piece was commissioned by the Carl Sandburg Middle School Bands in Alexandria,
Virginia. Directors Charlie Burts and Joe LaBrie asked that it be dedicated to the
school principal, Donna Pasteur, in honor of her retirement. Throughout her tenure,
she was an incredible supporter of the arts. It only seemed fitting to commission a

work in her honor. -



commissioned by the Carl Sandburg Middle School Bands, Alexandria, VA;

CONDUCTOR’S FULL SCORE

Charlie Burts and Joe LaBrie, Directors
dedicated to Donna Pasteur

Approx. Performance Time = 3:45
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