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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an active composer, conductor, producer, and p
He received his bachelor’s degree in music from James Madison Univefsi

master’s degree from the University of Miami in Florida. Mr.
symphonic band, orchestra, and brass have been performed t
including College Band Directors National and Regional Conferen
Clinic, the International Tuba/Euphonium Conference, the

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys e h@bands,
university groups, and professional en ) shout the L&try. Notable

guest conducting appearances have inclué li llege Band
Directors Regional Conference, Mid-Atlantic Wind Con t ference, the
Atlantic Classical Orchestra Brass Ensemble, and Me f Symphony Hall in

n adjunct professor o trumental conducting

Baltimore. He has also served
i at Towson University in Maryland.

and Director of the Symp

r of Instru 1 Publications for The FJH
derdale, Flori e resides in Baltimore with his

&
...... £ YR . Y
N

oy )

Fi was commi he retirement concert of Eric Haenfler, band director
land High ilbert, Arizona. The work consists of three movements,
a ich draw fromyvarious types of pop music and dance forms set within a
contempora%mework. The first movement, Overture, is a short fanfare based

Currently, Mr. Balma
Music Company Inc.
wife, Lisa, and thei

loosely on Iri nce rhythms and melodies. While there are no specific references
ongs, one hears the style that is often found in Irish jigs.

to any Irﬁl
The (o} ovement, Ballad, is lyrical in nature and receives its inspiration from
\% us aspects of pop ballads, particularly some of the harmonic progressions.
Opening with more contemporary harmonies, the ensemble soon establishes a
Ym’ase that undergoes several harmonic, rhythmic, and melodic transformations
it moves toward the climax of the movement. While no direct references to pop

@music are made, one hears some distant references as the movement progresses.
Q The final movement, Fusion, is a literal combination of several styles, inspired by
0 my love of many different types of music, including rock, funk, and swing. Elements
of all these styles exist in this movement, treated in a contemporary fashion. The
opening chords set the mood for the entire movement, which references them
(or variations of them) at least once during each style change, almost as a link
among various sections of the piece. Eventually, a brief reference to material from
the first movement leads into the final powerful rhythmic statements, which are
variations on the opening material of the final movement. A stubborn and strong
bass pedal continues to interject before the various intertwining lines come

together in a final chord. W
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commissioned by the Highland High School Wind Ensemble

CONDUCTOR’S FULL SCORE

Gilbert, AZ; Eric Haenfler, Director

Approx. Performance Time = 8:00

FUSION

(ASCAP)

BRIAN BALMAGES

[. Overture

Driving forward (J. = 126)
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