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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an active composer, conduct

90

symphonic band, orchestra, and brass h ,
including College Band Directors Natio giona , LWest
Clinic, the International Tuba/Euphoni he Internatio ombone
Festival, and the International Trumpet Gui 1ce. His active dule of
commissions has included groups ranging o&) professional
ensembles, including Baltimore Symphony € i "\%hony Orchestra,
the University of Miami Wind Ensemble, Dominion Br ers. He has also

egie Hall.

As a conductor, Mr. Bal
university groups, and p

s engagements with numerous honor bands,
ensembles t hout the country. Notable
guest conducting a west Clinic, College Band

Directors Regional Co t@i Conductors Conference, the
Atlantic Classi d Meyerhoff Symphony Hall in
Baltlmore H served as an a rofessor of instrumental conducting
Maryland. a
Curr s is direetor ‘offinstrumental publications at The FJH Music
. in Fort Lauderd Q orida. He resides in Baltimore with his wife, Lisa.

Abou &Vlusu:

Mid, a beautiful moment of musical solitude in which listeners close their

s and imagine a quiet moment under the stars, uninterrupted by the hustle and
bu everyday life. We often forget to embrace those moments of peace and
Vanquility. This work seeks to bring that calmness back into our lives.
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Very few compositions offer the opportunity to truly work on musica

play that kind of music without sounding bad....” As a re
lyrical piece that uses only six notes in all instrume
for young musicians. It is my sincere hope that this
many ensembles have hesitated to pass through.

This piece is the second of three included in Midnight
Midnight Mission, and the last movement, to be released in
These works may be performed together or i

Appropriate percussion instruments are use
(which may be left out or doubled at t
are written to compliment each ot
an easy setting.

oughout, including two'mallet parts
’s discretion) 4Phese mallet parts
allet players in

out we &,egoth in performance or

designed to focusx cific elements, though
1.

There are three chorales, ide
nonperformance. Each ch

directors will certainly finc application

Chorale No. 1 is ex s how to build and tune chords.
All instruments begin ison. @ dded in the next measure and the
5th is added i . dition, this exercise is a great study in

airflow and an i eachiig students how to play (and support)

.2, entire ensemble opens in unison and continually returns to
ree notes at th inning of each phrase. The chorale is excellent for
emble balanc ormity of style, and intonation, as well as phrasing

namics. 6

Chorale No. 3 focuses,on two additional elements. First, although the key signature
remains unchan e chorale is written in the key of Eb and allows directors to
rk on vdkious intonation issues. Second, the chorale allows brass and woodwinds
o work on nce. Directors will notice that upper woodwinds and brass have a
call-an@onse, ideal for balancing the two sections of the band.

oD Bian Fhroogs
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CONDUCTOR’S FULL SCORE

Approx. Performance Time = 1:45

(from Midnight Suite)

Andante (J = 64)

MIDNIGHT SKY

BRIAN BALMAGES
(ASCAP)
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Musical Jump Start
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Chorale No. 1
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Chorale No. 3

div.

leelga

]
0 0 oo g 0 0 0 0 o o ¢ e e o
o 0 % o 0 0 0 oo o 0 ¢ 0 0 o o
Q] Q] TTTO Qd [ Q| | 7T R\ 7T [\ BER\ BER\ T s
Y Y TTTO QL QL TTTO TR TTTO BN o o™ /|4
o
Q] QL] L Q] TTT® Q] T Q] RN BN Ty T 1
A e
(\HEN \HEN o Q[ T QL] TTTD QL o o o il TN [pmJ
1] Il | Il I il B
i L 5700 i1
@w 0 ¢ TR oflo o LA w BES QL T oo) . W R
|l | I | Q|| T
g i I l
A o
N o o/ g e ¢ e ¢ ™ oo B A
T T T T 1T[® i, ) R 1
\\\‘ TTTe ) \M \\Aﬂ T1Te e \\Hﬁ T Q__ ' <
0] o o T 0] o 7o q T 7o B oo} I SANESY
- - 3
L] L] 3 L : aull 8
ol NI ek hi{E s $ il IS
%) > ]
— . C
s Ml Eieps |88 2w HLE on..mgpmJ e 6llp oS oW ®RE Hasdele
- i ™ Inhv |mhv mkv = m
e NGy O NO» NCo NOeo NG N N0 A N DNIID NP e i
a < = o = aal=le 2 : =% & =
<)

B1321





