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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an active composer, conduct

90

symphonic band, orchestra, and brass h ,
including College Band Directors Natio giona , LWest
Clinic, the International Tuba/Euphoni he Internatio ombone
Festival, and the International Trumpet Gui 1ce. His active dule of
commissions has included groups ranging o&) professional
ensembles, including Baltimore Symphony € i "\%hony Orchestra,
the University of Miami Wind Ensemble, Dominion Br ers. He has also

egie Hall.

As a conductor, Mr. Bal
university groups, and p
guest conducting a
Directors Regional Co

s engagements with numerous honor bands,
ensembles t hout the country. Notable

west Clinic, College Band
t@j Conductors Conference, the
d Meyerhoff Symphony Hall in

rofessor of instrumental conducting

Atlantic Classi
Baltlmore H served as an a
Maryland. a
Curr&\ s is direetor ‘offinstrumental publications at The FJH Music
i &

n Fort Lauderd orida. He resides in Baltimore with his wife, Lisa.

<

Abou &Vlusic

Mo ) was commissioned by the Perry Hall Middle School Band and funded
A. Directors Neil Fishler and Kelly Clavell asked that the piece be dedicated
to Bondar, a music teacher who has been affecting the lives of students for

over 40 years, and an icon in the Baltimore area. Mr. Bondar is of Russian descent,
it seemed fitting that the commission be based on one of Russia’s most famous

&:ngs, Meadowlands.
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Meadowlands

Meadowlands, meadowlands,
Through you heroes now are treading
Red army heroes of the nation
Heroes of the mighty Red army, ah!

Maidens are weeping

Their solitary vigils keeping
Weeping for their sweethearts who are fighting
Fighting in the mighty Red army, ah!

Gay roads are winding
The sunlight on them now is shinin
Over them the heroes are passin
Heroes of the mighty Red army,

Let ev'ry maiden
With heart no longer he

R\
Strike up the singing no ly \
Sing our ﬁghti& ng s dl ! 0
This song identifies extremely imp%moment in history during the
e Red Ar st all odds, successfully defended
ober 1941, German troops were only

ble situation for the Soviet Union. Two
w, but Joseph Stalin stayed to rally morale. In

and brought rmans to a halt. Stalin insisted on a counterattack;
his comman had doubts, they launched their own offensive on
. The rn% caught off guard and demoralized by the recent defeat,
gan retreating. By January, they had been pushed back
nearly 200 miles:

is workwe not technically difficult, offers many opportunities for exploring
various nds, colors, and harmonies. Of particular note is the section at measure
85. Stu@should not shy away from the dissonance —this passage represents
th ht'of the battle, with bass drum and timpani imitating the sounds of bombs.
Th nds should literally pierce through the ensemble.
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CONDUCTOR’S FULL SCORE commissioned by the Perry Hall Middle School Symphonic Band
Perry Hall, MD; Neil Fishler and Kelly Clavell, Directors

MOSCOW, 1941

Approx. Performance Time = 4:30

BRIAN BALMAGES
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