CONDUCTOR FJH DEVELOPING BAND Grade 1.5

THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS

(FOR NARRATION AND BAND)
seting by James Swearingen
roetry by Clement Clarke Moore
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The Composer

James Swearingen is one of the most performed compos

e0cccccccccccccce ceccccce

About the @
in this special musical

Audiences, bo g an alike, w1ll§
presentation t Clarke Moore tmas poem The Night Before
Christmas. 1t dition in m erican homes to read the

i very Chrl@Eve

ork presents the perfect opportunity

rt'staff, or school administrators. Dress

@r robes along with black folders or simply
plimented with Santa hats Between readings the

few himorous suggestions:

® opt. pause %/Vith right index finger up to lips, signal the band
to ma und “shh.”

° op — Percussion should provide the sound of clatter
trash can lids, cans tied on a string, etc.).

e opt. pause 3 — Slide whistle is followed by a timpani hit
(high note pedaled down to low note).

Above all else, have fun and may you enjoy this Christmas season!

Tanee Sumaeidas



The Night Before Christmas
by Clement Clarke Moore

(Music)
Ding Dong! Merrily on High — Part |

(Narrator 1)
"Twas the night before Christmas, when all through the house
Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse.

[opt. pause for the sound “shh”]

The stockings were hung by the chimney with care,
In hopes that Saint Nicholas soon would be there.
The children were nestled all snug in their beds,
While visions of sugar-plums danced in their heads.
And mamma in her ’kerchief, and [ in my cap,

Had just settled down for a long winter’s nap.

(Music)
Ding Dong! Merrily on High — Part Il

(Narrator 2)
When out on the lawn there arose such a clatter,

[opt. pause for sound of clatter]

[ sprang from my bed to see what was the m
Away to the window I flew like a flash,

Tore open the shutters and threw he sa
The moon on the breast of the ne sn
Gave the lustre of mid-day to objects

But a miniature sleigh, and eight
With a little old driver, so li
I knew in a moment it mus

(Music)
Jingle Bells

(Narrator 3)

<

oursers eya]e,

a them by name!

ancer, now Pran and Vixen!
,on Do and Blitzen!
op of the porch! Testhe top of the wall!
! Dash sh away all!”

the wild hurricane fly,
stacle, mount to the sky.

So upto the ho@p coursers they flew,
With the % f toys, and Saint Nicholas too.

(Music)
Up on the Housetop

(Narrator 4)

He w fur, from his is foot,
And all tarnishe l@ashes and soot;
A bun ad flung %SJ ck,

And he peddlerqust opening his pack.

His eyes — how they twin
His cheeks were lik , his'nose like a cherry!
His droll little mouth drawn up like a bow,

nd the beard of his chin was as white as the snow.

e stump of he held tight in his teeth,
circled his head like a wreath.

the smoke
He had a face and a little round belly,
That shook when he laughed, like a bowlful of jelly.

bby and plump, a right jolly old elf,

is dimples how merry!

He
g&ghed when I saw him, in spite of myself.

ic)
lly Old Saint Nicholas

(Narrator 5)

A wink of his eye and a twist of his head,

Soon gave me to know I had nothing to dread.

He spoke not a word, but went straight to his work,
And filled all the stockings; then turned with a jerk.
And laying his finger aside of his nose,

And giving a nod, up the chimney he rose.

He sprang to his sleigh, to his team gave a whistle,
And away they all flew like the down of a thistle.
But [ heard him exclaim, ’ere he drove out of sight,

(All Narrators)

“Happy Christmas to all, and to all a good-night!”

(Music)
We Wish You a Merry Christmas

B1315



CONDUCTOR’S FULL SCORE

Approx. Performance Time = 5:30

Flute
Oboe
Bassoon
1
Bb Clarinet
2

Bb Bass Clarinet

Eb Alto
Saxophone

Bb Tenor
Saxophone

Eb Baritone
Saxophone

Bb Trumpets

F Horn

Trombone

Baritone/
Euphonium

Tuba

Timpani

Mallet
Percussion
(Bells, Chimes,
Xylophone)

Percussion 1
(Snare Drum,
Bass Drum,
Slide Whistle)

Percussion 2
(Sleigh Bells,
Suspended Cymbal,
Temple Blocks, Whip,
Triangle)
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Allegro moderato (J = 132)

(For Narration and Band)

THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS

Setting by JAMES SWEARINGEN (ASCAP)
Poetry by CLEMENT CLARKE MOORE

Ding Dong! Merrily On High

Copyright © 2006 The FJH Music Company Inc.
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Flute
Oboe
Bsn.
Cls.
A. Sax.
T. Sax.
B. Sax.
Tpts.
Hn.
Thn.
Bar./
Euph¢
Tuba
Timp.

MLIt. Perc.
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...a long winter's nap.

“The stockings...

”»

Ist Narrator: “T’was the night before Christmas,

when all through the house Not a creature was

molto rit.

stirring, not even a mouse.
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“I sprang...

2nd Narrator: “When out on the

...it must be Saint Nick.”

lawn there arose such a clatter,
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Jingle Bells
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“More rapid than eagles...

...and Saint Nicholas too.

3rd Narrator:

L 55

)

(7]

N
IR
Ny @
!\/04
Ny @

€2

| 35

[ @)
>
O
[ Q)

7
[ £anY

7
[ £ an WA )
ANSVJ
7
[ £ an WA )

Flute
Oboe
Cls.
B. CL
A. Sax.
T. Sax.

12

45

mf

Whip Crack!
A
[ J

2

43

)

N @
)

N
N &

42

)

(3

(@ ]

41

ra 1
)
7
A L))
7
A
(e

Tpts.
Hn.
Tbn.
Bar./
Euph¢
Tuba
Timp.
Mit. Perc.
Perc. 1
Perc. 2

B1315



13

e

WL

2.
mf’
mf

mf
mf

S TTe

132)

mf

Up on the Housetop

[y

7
[ £ an WLANE) )
ANSVJ
P .1
[ £ an WA/ J
L D

Allegro (J

v

¢
mf

Flute
Cls.

Oboe
Bsn.

B1315

51

50

Xylophone w/ plastic mallets

mf
mf
mf’

%)

47

132)

mf
mf
m
mf

Up on the Housetop
46

)]
Iy

)
Allegro (J
A

hdl O]

'/'.

[ £ an WLAEE) ]

p .8

[ £an

A. Sax.
T. Sax.
B. Sax.
Tpts.
Hn.
Tuba
Timp.
Mit. Perc.
Perc. 1
Perc. 2



14

ol e T e TTTe N T T ] L T e 7 L
| 77 m u [ T® 7% . [ [ | | | | | 17 ! WAL ) ] (I
o (Y || I Bk ) N || B ol
o NI i I I a b .
ol e T T T N T uE || QL T e ) L
i N
e e | il ) || e b ﬁi L
oLl T T hd e o ) L o T il || Y i g P L
[ RN H [ YR BEL ) e | 7 b (I
(Y1l N TN e o Te Q| B e T ] ||| M [ [ L
bs
T e N 0N N L B ¢ 7 L
Qll o T o TN T | e L L
('R [ 18 || || | [ 1 e |
< I Bl i p y n b -
ol o i [ T i n N L [y || Qll N L YA I L
R
e e Y | il ) || e mmu m& L
(WS Qll JEEE QL Q| Q| | N P (-
[ YRR b [ YR JQ [ Y8 BB, (I
L B M o T 'y T Y T L alll T [ [ L
X
N Aty N
QL T H o H o | T T H T N Q| Q| T | e T L
ol ol T ol e T N L N i il | ol L
(Y1 T T e . L R T wr. ) | ol an | >H L
R
ol e B e mEE N e 7 L
ol o i L T s B N [y | QL N | ol L
o L Ll s [y L L L
ol s T \‘pmJ pmJ o \\pmJ Q| R pmJ WJ 'y N JEH T \\pmJ I L pmy
| e - - |~ L .- —\24
- 1 |~ _ o~ i o~ o~
LN _| ¢ . LN | LN _| € LN
N NG A e P NG NG e E 9 0 NG AN A @ A B =
@ @ . - ] % ] - : : .= = a m. - N
= 2 g - & & & 2 g £ e < £ & g g
=) (=] A © < = o = T = -] o = m & &

B1315



15

B1315

Nt Nt Nt Nt ANt A B Nt At B ANt ANt Nt ANt N
o o o o o o O o N O o N N At o 9
Parn ’ an T i | | an L | i Wias i
<an < [omh ST <M Tie | CRELE ) Gy PR T8> <la Tl <ot </ <A 8> <
AL Aol TTTelA A L A (el TTTeA Alelde A ML TTT®|A N R Y TN A A AL TTT®(A 7
Nt ANrb B b Nt ANt B & At by ANt At ANt Nt ANrb

N
g @
VAR 3
N
gy @
7 rS
N N
Ve @
VAR 3
® o )
I rS
N
gy ¢
7 rS
N
v ¢
N7 [ S
LY
N
gy @
&
S B < >
) VA 3
A
N )
Ny @
&
y ] < )
) /¢
N
gy @
7 rS
]
N
) )
[y @
/¢
) N
g @
[ ¢
) N
g @
[ ¢
\
N )
IRECANN 4
7 rS
Solo

Triangle solo w/ small beater

61

60

o e e ™ [$0. 0 L) o Y 19 ™ o B oy ey L) |
Nt ANrb Nt ANrb ANrb ANt Nt At At ANt ANrb At Nt Nt ANrb JA
o o o o o o O o N N o N o o o
oM “Ta e e e e e e “Te e e “Ta S Sl “te
o e e T m e el T e T TN e NI ML T
o« ol e 1in e e e L T i T uE o« ol e
'yl i i | e e T L M b | . (1] o o B
A TN L O I v W A LA i TR (R U
ol L T s T T T || T [l NNEL) M Q] ol T
C
C L (Gan A CTRIA CA al CToln CGITd™A CGARLL Canlll CTTRI(A (@) o Cron LAl CAall TG Aambl CTR A
AL AL TIT®IA ANl TTTNIA TTT®A AR A L TTT®[A A 8L TTNA Aol AL A TTT®(A
AL AL (TTeA AL YEEA AL YR ™A AR A (el [TTWA AL YEEA S ANE YA \ YRR AL (TTeA

59

-

.
58

7

)
=) 1D
W
[ £ an LA
ANSVJ

n\n .I;\n R & uil §e L
e e [ |l BEN |l e EEN EEN [
N NG AN NG N NG NCo NG NG O e G N| A
— ~ . . - «a
i) @ . . —_ » [ o] & ~ = ~
3 2 g g o & & & 2 g 2 5 3
= =} = =) < = o = = -]

Timp.
MLIt. Perc.
Perc. 1
Perc. 2



=108)

With energy! (J

“He was dressed all in fur..

4th Narrator: “And then in a twinkling...
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We Wish You a Merry Christmas

)
9.

Majestic (J = 104)

All Narrators: “Happy Christmas
to all, and to all a good-night!”

»

)

Sth Narrator: “A wink of his eye...
ere he drove out of sight,
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Majestic (J = 104)
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We Wish You a Merry Christmas
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A. Sax.

T. Sax.

B. Sax.
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Hn.
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MIt. Perc.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2
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