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The Composer

<

Erik Morales (b. December 10, 1966) began his composi after e
graduation from high school in south Florida. He studi i i
International University, and completed his bachelor’ e Universi%

of Louisiana at Lafayette. Accessible at al rik Mor S

unique melodic and harmonic vocabula peals @é

His published works encompass a large va ‘

works for concert, orchestral, jazz, and

teaches and plays trumpet professionall addition to

e
{ rrently

About the Mu

Fantasia on
Faithful. But
B . Th

s Carol is baseﬁg& ever popular carol O Come, All Ye

ys Bach’s Sheep'May Safely Graze melodies from Cantata
is work eas [ was on my way to do a little Christmas
o)

shop The music i as playing a beautiful version of Sheep May
Safely with a chamber le of guitars, woodwinds, and strings. Being
in the Chri spirit, | n't help but think how similar the chords were to
0 e, All Ye Fait, I mind, [ could hear the Christmas carol in Bach’s

piece. And a for this work was born.

rief introductién, trombones play the melody as clarinets and horns play
a solemn co line. The melody is then passed throughout the ensemble before
concludin Mction that transitions to the new key at measure 33. Here, both
melodieéuxtaposed, with O Come, All Ye Faithful stretched to accommodate
the rale. Pieces of the Bach chorale appear frequently throughout the
in/different settings. At measure 45, woodwinds play the secondary motif of
She ay Safely Graze. Notice how the end of this section transitions perfectly
into the Christmas carol without modification. This section ends with an intense
nsition to the new tempo at measure 71. The Christmas carol is then exercised

with other modern compositional elements for an exciting new feel. At measure

z 88, a trumpet and flute soloist are used to reintroduce the Bach themes. Heavy
percussion scoring at measure 108 helps to bring the work to a majestic and
0 rousing finish. ~
V i' t'é %‘ el
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based on O Come, All Ye Faithful

FANTASIA ON
A CHRISTMAS CAROL

CONDUCTOR’S FULL SCORE
Approx. Performance Time = 4:10

ERIK MORALES
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