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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an active composer, conduct
former. He received his bachelor’s degree in music fr
and his master’s degree from the University o
works for symphonic band, orchestra, and
the world, including College Band Dire
Midwest Clinic, the International Tuba/.
Trombone Festival, and the Internation

ference, the I@at;onal
schedule of commissions has included gr

d Conferen€e. His active

from ele %ry schools to
professional ensembles, including Baltimore é iami
Symphony Orchestra, the University of Miami Wind EQ] minion Brass,

.90

and others. He has also enjoyédworld premieres in p ious venues such as
Carnegie Hall.

As a conductor, Mr. Balm engagemer@th numerous honor bands,
university groups, i nsembl ghout the country. Notable
ave inclu e%l Midwest Clinic, College Band
i i a{ d Conductors Conference, the
ble, and Meyerhoff Symphony Hall in

junet professor of instrumental conducting

f instrumental publications at The FJH Music

&Vlusic

as written as a concert opener for the Indiana University—Purdue

y Fort Wayne Symphonic Wind Ensemble under the direction of Dr. Gregg
Gauslinie. Its title comes from the nickname often given to Fort Wayne, which sat at

Vle summit of the Wabash and Erie canals when they were originally constructed.
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of a 7th, and among a few rhythmic interjections, begi
listener hears two separate cells competing with each

the cell modulates but remains a perfect 4th. Simultaneously, a sustai i ierces

The momentum of the work suddenly s oves into Z and begins to build

one last time. The full theme is presente ass over th textures in the
woodwinds and percussion. As thi ally returns to
the opening rhythmic cell, now intro e@emstmg perfect 4th.
This motif continues to interje y i mically—in essence,
the rhythm continues to slg yn even though th ntum of the piece (and

actual tempo) remai 1 chord res 1 dissonances and seems

to freeze in time b € § S release, 0

Although the trumpet are listed as trnd cornet, it is preferred that all

divided so that the director understands

nship to each other. The piece can, in
arts, but they do add considerably if players

ifically for harp and are unplayable on keyboard. At measures
brass should riﬁwell on these chords. Players should perform with

i nice open release, but the desired effect allows them

he end of each statement.
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CONDUCTOR’S FULL SCORE commissioned by the Indiana University -
Purdue University Fort Wayne Symphonic Wind Ensemble
Gregg Gausline, Director

SUMMIT CITY

Approx. Performance Time = 2:45
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