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The Composer
William Owens (b. 1963) received his Bachelor of Music

Owens has written numerous commissio i i

and high school concert bands. His mus;i pgrammed at pre';@'enues
such as the Midwest Clinic and appears required sic lists both nally and
abroad. Principal commissions includ Californi rectors

Association, the Chicago Public School u_of Cultural Arts,and the Texas
University Interscholastic League. He is a e ASC ard and a two-
time recipient of the Forrest L. Buchtel Citation for Exc and Composition.
Professional memberships inclide ASCAP, the America posers Forum, and Texas
MEA. Mr. Owens resides in For rth, Texas, with his wife,Georgia.

as inspire! legend of Kamehameha, the warrior-king of
he)
C

ame to power in'dl e-18th century. Through his many conquests and
toward s, Kamehameha has captured a significant place in
S called the Napoleon of the Pacific.

roduction represents a bold declaration of war. A faster
section suddenly ensues, and is driven by percussion dance rhythms and a
haunting wo ind melody. The music slows briefly, as the mighty army prepares for
the next ¢ m In the final section, the song of war from the introduction returns,
asthe g ing fearlessly leads his army to splendid victory.

rgy.and boldness of spirit are vital for a successful, gratifying performance.

Pe on is the driving force throughout the piece, but must never overplay. If
timpani are unavailable, tom-toms may be used. At measure 8, woodwinds should

erform with great sonority, using good embouchures and quality airflow. Confidence
is key with the low brass—low reed melody at measure 24. Accompaniment is strong
as well but should be melody sensitive. The andante section at measure 41 presents
an excellent opportunity for students to demonstrate tone quality and dynamics.
Measure 49 reintroduces the faster allegro section and should be played with the
same intensity.



CONDUCTOR’S FULL SCORE
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