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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an active composer, conductor, producer, and pexformer.
He received his bachelor’s degree in music from James Madison Universit
master’s degree from the University of Miami in Florida. Mr. Balmages’s wor

the University of Miami Wind Ensemble, Dominion B
enjoyed world premieres in prestigious ven

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys e
university groups, and professional en
guest conducting appearances have inc
Directors Regional Conference, Mid-Atla
Atlantic Classical Orchestra Brass Ensemble
Baltimore. He has also served as an adjunct professor
at Towson University in Mary

rous ho Qs,
10out the Counéo able

o Band
onference, the
%hony Hall in
r ntal conducting

of instrumentigpublications at The FJH Music

Currently, Mr. Balmages i

Company Inc. in Fort Lau ida. He resi Baltimore with his wife, Lisa.

oo N
y exciting pace exploration is the Deep Impact mission,

roXim te%)-lbs. Impactor probe crashed into Comet Tempel 1

i re information about what is inside the comet. Scientists hope

elp deduce how the solar system was formed. They
that comets are time capsules, containing chunks of ice, gas, and dust from

the earliest a@oldest period of our solar system, about 4.5 billion years ago.

impact on July 4, 2005, with an impact velocity of approximately

The pro
23, eep Impact, a flyby spacecraft, was present to photograph a series
st ing images that amazed the scientific community and the public.

nd take a ride through the solar system? Comet Ride seeks to convey that very

eling. The opening bold section describes the sighting of the comet and builds
as it gets closer and closer. The piece then takes off, launching a wild comet ride
filled with excitement and energy. Eventually, the sheer beauty and awe of outer
space becomes the focus of the work before the piece builds once again into a final
roller coaster of excitement.

\?é would it be like if someone could actually grab on to one of these comets

Comet Ride was commissioned by the Haycock Elementary School Band in McLean,
Virginia, under the direction of Brad Zimmerman and Dan Hastings. The commission
was in honor of the school’s 50th anniversary.

An advanced snare drum part is offered for accomplished percussionists and may
be played with or without the regular snare drum part. Where indicated, tam-tam

should be played on its edge with a cello or bass bow (with lots of rosin) to create
a high-pitched shriek. At measure 43, make sure that student vocals enter at the

exact same volume as the bass drum. g . % ;



CONDUCTOR’S FULL SCORE commissioned by the Haycock Elementary Band, Falls Church, VA
Brad Zimmerman and Dan Hastings, Directors

COMET RIDE

Approx. Performance Time = 2:30
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