CONDUCTOR FJH CONCERT BAND Grade 3.5

THE ALL-AMERICAN

CONCERT MARCH

Chris Sharp

Instrumentation

1 - Conductor’s Full Score

1 - Piccolo
4 - Flute 1 _
4 - Flute 2 : 0
2 - Oboe 2 - Trombon&
2 - Bassoon 2 - Baritone/
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4 - Bb Clarinet 2 2- Bz% .C.
4 - Bb Clarinet 3 4 {
- Bells

nare Drum
Bass Drum
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The Composer

Chris Sharp is a Florida native raised in Cocoa Beach. H e
Music degree in theory and composition from the Uni i i

Since 1984, Mr. Sharp has served as a sta gjreatlve
Services, providing music for events rang tamment

groups to national television broadcasts. He has also wri versal Studios
(Florida and California); Ringling Brothers Circus; hig ol and college bands
throughout the United States; several service bands, including the famed USAF

in studio writing and production from t
Lindsay, James Progris, Alfred Reed, Ra

Airmen of Note. Active n s a clinician, adjudicator, and commissioned
writer, Mr. Sharp’s prese n developiné\erial for high school and
middle school con ands, a mall’ensembles. He currently

i i i ille, here he is a@. candidate in composition at

ork is a tra arch written in the style of the renowned American

ers Henry Fillmore, Karl King, and John Phillip Sousa. It incorporates all

of the standard formal elements of the march, including first and second strains,

the dogﬁght,@: trio that modulates to the key of the subdominant. In addition,

the trio i ished with an upper woodwind obbligato part that returns for

the final statement. There is a wide variety of dynamics used, keeping with
de arch interpretations.

articulations and plenty of separation between staccato notes. The recurring

ghth-note motif in the lower instruments (appearing initially in measure 3)
should not be overplayed, because it may cause tempo to bog down. The second
strain should be marked by contrasts between bold tutti statements and delicate
woodwind interludes. Percussion should provide rhythm and drive throughout,
but should always accompany the winds tastefully without dominating.

< p rmance, the overall approach should be light and crisp, with distinct

At the key change, the exposition of the trio melody should be light, providing a
sharp dynamic contrast to the previous section. Strive for a homogenous blend
between clarinets and saxophones. The texture and dynamic will build naturally
as more instruments are introduced. The breakstrain (or dogﬁght) should be
somewhat bombastic, yet tasteful and musical. In the final grand statement
beginning at measure 119, strive for a careful balance with all elements clearly

and equally represented.
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CONDUCTOR’S FULL SCORE

for Larry Liner and the All-American Music Festival

THE ALL-AMERICAN

Approx. Performance Time = 3:00
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