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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an active composer, conductor, producer, and performer.
He received his bachelor’s degree in music from James Madison University and his
master’s degree from the University of Miami in Florida. Mr. Balmages’s wor,
symphonic band, orchestra, and brass have been performed throughout t
including College Band Directors National and Regional Conferences,
Clinic, the International Tuba/Euphonium Conference, the In

the University of Miami Wind Ensemble, Dominion Bras
enjoyed world premieres in prestigious venues such

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys engag onor ban@
university groups, and professional enser le
guest conducting appearances have ing nd
Directors Regional Conference, Mid-At the
Atlantic Classical Orchestra Brass Ense all in
Baltimore. He has also served as an adju es of instrumental conducting

at Towson University in Maryland.

or of instrumental p ions at The FJH Music
lorida. He resides in Baltimore with his wife, Lisa.

Q’wntt gory of Kevin Langlie, a high school senior

passed away. quest of his school, it is designed to serve
o help br osure to everyone at the school, and to celebrate

e se not so-serious” moments. The title comes from the
delivered d director, Christopher W. Jarvis: “His focus on the

Currently, Mr. Balmages is dir
Company Inc. in Fort Lauderda

and the po le left no room in his life for negative attltudes and
excuses. ..Hélsn t afraid to dream and share those dreams..

The work op ith the sounds of various chimes, almost mimicking the sound
of c ur@s. This somber beginning is reflective in nature and is a musical

“mo ilence.” As the melodies and harmonies grow out of this silence, it
is ost as though a ray of sunshine beams through the sound of the band to

cou the earlier passages. A solo trumpet hints at the opening of Lift High the
\Cross, one of the hymns that was sung at Kevin’s wake.

@ ventually, the tone of the piece turns to a much lighter note, picking up in both
mood and tempo. A lighthearted melody intertwines with changing meters as it

begins to reflect Kevin’s sense of humor and enthusiasm. The piece then falls into
a groove beginning with low brass (Kevin’s instrument was tuba) and eventually
spreading throughout the entire ensemble, much like his personality tended to do.

As the piece drives forward, a full refrain of Lift High the Cross appears, undergoing
several changes in harmony as it competes with the main rhythmic motif for the
spotlight. Eventually, the undeniable spirit of the opening theme of this section
comes back in triumph as the piece builds to one final climax. A brief tuba duet
reminds everyone that Kevin is still in the band; then the ensemble joins in for a
whirlwind of harmonies that eventually finds its way home.

bian Bimesgs
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CONDUCTOR’S FULL SCORE commissioned by the John Marshall High School Bands and Band Boosters
Rochester, Minnesota; Christopher W. Jarvis, Director

Approx. Performance Time = 6:00 in memory of Kevin Langlie, class of 2005
BRIAN BALMAGES
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