CONDUCTOR FJH YOUNG BAND Grade 2.5

RISE OF THE VULCAN

David Shaffer

Instrumentation

1 - Conductor’s Full Score
8 - Flute

2 - Oboe

1 - Bassoon

4 - Bb Clarinet 1

4 - Bb Clarinet 2

2 - B Bass Clarinet
3 - Eb Alto Saxopho

_ S
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2 - Percussion 1
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The Composer

Born in Columbus, Ohio, David Shaffer holds a bachelor’s de

group at the 1984 Midwest Clinic. During the summers of
as instrumental director for the Saskatchewan School o
of 1997, he conducted a program of his music with th
in the National Concert Hall in Taipei, Taiwan

Mr. Shaffer has over 250 compositions a
been performed at clinics and music fe een
placed on several state contest lists. i ctor
for new music reading sessions, music fe an seminars.
Currently, he is a freelance composer, arrange d cliniciané on the music
faculty at Miami University.

About t sic . ‘0

gy, Vulcan &rth to fire while he toiled at his anvil
e Earth. Aceiderntally, he allowed a spark to take flight
sh the a nce, but it was too quick. Vulcan made every

quish the pest; s overcome with fatigue and allowed the
his composition paints a vivid portrait of this

, esenting the escaping spark, should be aggressive and

ild'in intensity to measure 5 before immediately relaxing. As the spark drifts
slowly in themhis theme should be relaxed and mysterious. Vulcan realizes
his mis tempts to capture the blazing pest, building to the heated and

take a
furious %}f measure 19. The spark’s theme, in faster tempo, is passed among

diffe es of the band over the next phrases. Take care to carefully balance

t elody with the counter materials and percussion in each phrase.
\Af Vulcan tires, the strange spark of fire once again drifts carelessly throughout

e slower middle section beginning at measure 69. Percussion is very important
to the mystique throughout this middle section and should be carefully balanced

®with the exposed upper voices. The accelerando at measure 106 marks the final
attempt by Vulcan to capture the menacing pest and should be very deliberate.
0 The final recapitulation of the main theme at measure 111 begins the spark’s

successful attempt to avoid Vulcan’s fury, creating fire on earth.

The percussion parts are written for seven players and should all be covered for
the creation of the desired sonorities. However, the xylophone (opt. bells) part
may be omitted if necessary. It is of great importance to have rhythmically strong

players on timpani and snare drum.
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RISE OF THE VULCAN

commissioned by Georgia Music Educator’s Association District Two and
dedicated to the memory of Mr. Mike Cook, Early County Band Director and friend

CONDUCTOR’S FULL SCORE
Approx. Performance Time = 4:07
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