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The Composer

Dr. Roland Barrett is currently a member of the music th
of Oklahoma. He joined the theory department in th
previous 16 years as assistant director of bands. In a
undergraduate and graduate level music
role as music arranger for the famed Pri

<

)
Lef’

Dr. Barrett is a nationally recognized co nger, with published
original works and arrangements for sy i [ arious c%er ensembles,
and marching band. His compositions hav d numero erformances at
The Midwest Clinic, and are regularly program ta all-region bands.
Dr. Barrett is a three-time recipient of the annual AS award, and is a former

recipient of the Michael Henn memorial scholarsh

University of Oklahoma.

composition at the

This pi lls the story of t sion of the Fnola Gay, the aircraft whose name
forev etched in z‘ s the deliverer of the world’s first atomic bomb.

st 6, 1945, on the tiny Pacific island of Tinian, the crew
oned to a preflight briefing, where they were told that
t uld soon be delivering to an undisclosed target the most powerful weapon
ever create(@men ate an early breakfast at the mess hall, then returned to their

quarters to e and, no doubt, ponder the nature of their mission.

At 2:45 Qe dangerously overweight (due to the 9,000-pound bomb) aircraft barely
clearedith€'short runway, beginning its fateful mission. Soon after takeoff, the crew’s
weapouns specialist crawled back into the cramped bomb bay and began arming the
device, code-named Little Boy. (The arming was not done prior to takeoff, because
\?ny in charge secretly suspected that the overweight Enola Gay would in fact crash
ring the takeoff attempt.)

military industrial facilities, its lack of proximity to POw camps, and its unique centrally
located T-shaped bridge, which would offer an excellent target for the bombardier’s
sighting mechanism. At approximately 8:15 A.M., Thomas Ferebee located the bridge
in his bombsight, said to the captain, “I've got it,” and released Little Boy. Suddenly
9,000 pounds lighter, the plane jumped violently and Commander Tibbets executed
the evasive, diving turn he had been practicing for almost a year.

ga The aircraft’s secret destination was Hiroshima, Japan, a city chosen because of its
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At 16 seconds past 8:16 A.M., the device detonated some 1,900 feet above ground.
The effect was instantaneous. George “Bob” Carron, the tail gunner, later reported

At the base of the cloud, fires were springing up everywhere amid a turbulent
mass of smoke that had the appearance of bubbling hot tar.... The city we had
seen so clearly in the sunlight a few minutes before was now an ugly smudge. It
had completely disappeared under this awful blanket of smoke and fire. A feeling
of shock and horror swept over all of us.

A journalist on the ground described the bomb’s effect as follows:

Everything standing upright in the way of the blast—walls, houses,
and other buildings—was annihilated and the debris spun round i hi

and was carried up in the air. Every living thing was petrified in a ude
indescribable suffering....

Later, about 30 minutes after the explosion, a fine rain
been caused by the sudden rise of superheated air to
condensed and fell back to earth as radioactive rain.

The bomb’s shock wave reached the Enola Gay several mo s after its d@n,
filling the aircraft with blinding light and striking the plane so sever at many

crew members thought they had been hit b tiaircraft fire. Commander Tibbets
later wrote

o a height 00 feet, three
g upward lik ething terribly alive.
e were sever iles away, it gave the

o@s returning heroes, received
¢ ficers club to relax. But most
@ p their quarters to rest and, no

: '@ea is to dissolve to absolute dissonance. Conductors
iment with pitch combinations, adding, deleting, or changing
Create as huge a dischord as possible.

easur 14-115 and beyond: Mallet percussion instruments should improvise
freely on spécified pitches. As solo flute enters, mallets continue, slowly diminishing
in spe@ volume. Then, stagger stopping points so that instruments gradually
fa ndudisappear, one by one.

116: Use plastic grocery bags. Players should hold bags low to the floor
d Shake with a quick back-and-forth motion. Experimentation will be necessary
achieve the desired fire and wind effect.

VS. Final two measures: Bamboo wind chimes persist after the final low brass chord,

gradually dying away. %
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CONDUCTOR’S FULL SCORE

Approx. Performance Time = 8:30

commissioned by the Kentucky 3rd District Honor Band

NEW DAWN
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