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The Arranger

Born in 1959, Chris Sharp is a Florida native raised in Co

a Master of Music degree in studio writi
of Miami, studying with Gary Lindsay,

a staff arr Walt

Disney World Creative Services, providin i ranging from street
bands to national television broadcasts. He 0 written iversal Studios
1 college bands

ncluding the famed
USAF Airmen of Note. Active nationwide as a clinician an judicator, Mr. Sharp’s
present focus is on devel ial for high s

ol and middle school concert
bands, jazz bands, a les. He cur lives in the Orlando area,

where he is a comp chestrat e€lance trombonist, and active

music educator. . ‘
. LY. 0?\ .............................................
&

ut Musi
ountain is-an arrangement of Samuel Augustus Ward’s beloved
anthem A ica, the Beautiful. While the band arrangement by Carmen

Dragon remaiea classic in its own right, this setting is designed to provide younger

(Florida and California); Ringling Brothers Circus; high Q

bands with technically accessible yet still harmonically interesting version.
The woo, posures surrounding the original melodic material are intended
o e iece in a more pastoral environment, hence the title.

R s)and rhythmic responsibilities are conservative, but players should be aware
devote extra time to the tuning of these areas, because there are harmonic structures
tside of the more traditional band keys. Although the varying orchestral palette
will create dynamic changes, players should pay close attention to written dynamics
for maximum expressivity. There are numerous percussion sounds used. Be sure
that contributions are sensitive, providing extra color without overwhelming the
winds. Tempo should push forward some at measure 27 where woodwinds take the
melody, relaxing back to the original tempo as the orchestration expands into the

dramatic statement that begins at measure 33. There should be a good dynamic
build and ritardando through measures 43 and 44, leading into the caesura and the

unexpected delicate ending. Cz

t
e
\f)flte orary harmonic shifts that occur in places throughout the piece. Be sure to



CONDUCTOR’S FULL SCORE
Approx. Performance Time = 2:40

PURPLE MOUNTAIN MAJESTY

(America, the Beautiful) SAMUEL A. WARD
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