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The Composer

Brian Balmages is an active composer, conductor, and p

ived his e
aster’s de

bachelor’s degree in music from James Madison Univ e
from the University of Miami in Florida. Mr. Balmages i s have b%
performed worldwide at conferences inc i ce,
the Midwest Clinic, the International Tub Iar@onal
Trombone Festival, and the Internatio d Conference ive
schedule of commissions and premieres has i ted groupsfranging from
elementary schools to professional ense i eB ti&e Symphony
Orchestra, the Miami Symphony Orchestra Univerﬁ iami Wind

Company Inc. in Fort Lauderd Florida, and an adjun ulty member at Towson

Ensemble. Currently, he is director of instrumental pu io The FJH Music
University in Baltimore, Maryl

Mr. Balmages studied tru mes Kluesn@n Tison, and Gilbert Johnson.
He is a freelance m i more ar as performed with the Miami
Symphony Orchestra, Chamber @tra, Skyline Brass, and the Henry

Mancini Instit . \‘

ed to reflect a late-night adventure in which people are
in search of their mission objective. These midnight spies

heard'sneaking aroun
encounter v s obstacles during their search, some more comical sounding
than others, h the entire piece has a very lighthearted effect, as it is meant

to symbglizéthe childhood games many of us played as kids.
This piece is a great tool for working dynamics and articulation. Two supplemental
exereises familiarize students with pitches and main rhythmic units used throughout

the composition. They also reinforce dynamics and articulations that are used.
ay as close to the marked tempo as possible to achieve the proper musical effect.

Ithough students are still learning dynamic control, make as much of a difference

q Q@ between piano and forte as possible. g . % ;
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CONDUCTOR’S FULL SCORE

Approx. Performance Time = 1:30

MIDNIGHT MISSION

(from Midnight Suite)
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Musical Jump Start
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No. 1: Soft and Sneaky
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No. 2: Playing in Style
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