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The Composer

Timothy Loest’s career as a middle school band director spans nearly twenty
years. He is currently director of bands at F.E. Peacock Middle School in Itasca,
Illinois, a suburb of Chicago.

Mr. Loest received a Bachelor of Music Education degree, Magna Cu
from Illinois State University, and a Master of Music Educati

Honors Award.

A frequently commissioned composer and guest co
exclusive writer for The FJH Music Compan i
and middle school bands have been perfo
including Australia, France, Germany, G
Africa, Spain, Switzerland, and the Unite
composer, and his compositions and ar
American network and cable television p

a :
ASCAP awa@:mng
> been hea( eral

i C, ASCAP,
d the Christian

Mr. Loest is an advocate of the arts and holds member
[llinois MEA, the Illinois Grad hool Music Associa
Educators Association Interna al.

About t sic . ‘
Fami mental (@band. Blending prose with music,
C

ory of thr ren who learn a valuable lesson about

\0 ains a fugue. A fugue, in its most simple form,
s%g or playing a round, different musicians sound
e part, bu ferent times. Although part entrances are delayed, the

lines of mu gether to create interest both in texture and harmony.

and percussion. Before these families of instruments join together in a final
fugue, e ets'its turn at expressing a variation of the main theme or melody.
Th %d family, for instance, plays an exact melodic and harmonic

rétro e or backward version of the theme. Meanwhile, the brass family gets
to t the main theme in its minor mode or key. Not to be outdone, the
Vercussion family expresses the main theme in its original form, but at a louder

This work fe@eis the three families of band instruments: woodwinds, brass,

olume level.

Since this work contains a narrated story line, it is suggested that the narrator
be a school administrator, a language or drama teacher, or even a local celebrity.
Make sure that the narrator is able to rehearse with the ensemble.

It is recommended that program notes be read aloud to musicians at rehearsal
and to audiences before performances. To assist audiences in understanding
the different families of band instruments, it may be helpful to have students
stand by instrument sections or families while holding their instruments high
for all to see. After playing the final cadence, it may be rewarding to have each
family of instruments stand and bow as if giving a curtain call. And remember

to recognize the narrator.
T(ukly O S
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CONDUCTOR’S FULL SCORE

Approx. Performance Time = 4:24

FAMILY FUGUE

An Instrumental Opera based on Frére Jacques

(ASCAP)

TIMOTHY LOEST
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Once there were three children named Woodwind, Brass and Percussion.

They lived with their father and mother in a small French cottage.
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»

your rooms to practice.

Running Off to Practice
Runniing Offié Practice

N

One evening, Papa declared, “The Mayor wants Woodwind, Brass and

Percussion to play a fugue at this year’s town festival.”
“What an honor,” said Mama. “Now run off to
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While practicing, Woodwind became bored and thought:

“Why must I always play the music as written?”

So Woodwind decided to play the music backward.

Woodwind Backward

.
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Meanwhile, Brass grew frustrated and thought:

“Why must I always play happy music?”

10

So Brass decided to play the music in a minor key.
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Percussion Overpowers
Percussion Overpowers

rpower the others.

)

.

“How come I must always play softer than Woodwind and Brass?”

Percussion, feeling unimportant, thought:
So Percussion decided to ove
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Weeks had passed and festival day arrived.
“Your attention!” cried the Mayor.
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»

2

“Please,” begged the Mayor. “Stop quarreling and begin playing your Family Fugue.

“And you better play your music as written,” muttered Brass to Woodwind.
Filled with selfishness, each musician began to play his own way.

“You better play softly,” whispered Woodwind to Percussion.
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“What was that?” bellowed the Mayor.
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Woodwind, Brass and Percussion were jolted and dismayed.

18

Looking around, they could see disappointment on the townspeople’s faces.
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19

Realizing that they had let individual pride get in the way of teamwork,
the ragtag trio apologized to the Mayor, the townspeople and their parents.

And getting one more chance to play, the three performed the best Family Fugue ever!
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