CONDUCTOR FJH YOUNG BAND Grade 2

THE LIGHTNING SPIRIT
Roland Barrett
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The Composer

Dr. Roland Barrett is currently a member of the music theory fa
of Oklahoma. He joined the theory department in the fall of 2001
previous 16 years as assistant director of bands. In additi

role as music arranger for the famed Pride of Oklaho

Dr. Barrett is a nationally recognized compos i bl d
original works and arrangements for sym bles,
and marching band. His compositions ive s at

on bands.
1s a former
ion at the

The Midwest Clinic, and are regularly p
Dr. Barrett is a three-time recipient of t
recipient of the Michael Hennagin memo
University of Oklahoma.

About th &0
i e Australian Ab r% nd Torres Strait Islander cultures are
sly living soc@n the world. And there are scientists who
gines have b present on the Australian continent for at
a&re than 100,000 years. The Aboriginal people
ed since the beginning of time. Myth, kinship,

e all interwoven in a deeply spiritual tradition that
st and forward into an eternal future. This piece is

ack mto a
n one of th

When the m nsoon season arrives in November, Namarrkon, the Lightning

Splrlt to the sky and sits on storm clouds created by the Rainbow
Se pe m this perch, he emits deep growls of thunder and sends lightning
fla aking across the sky. This high vantage point allows Namarrkon to

ep close watch on the Aboriginal people living below to see that they are
ving all codes of good behaviour, conducting sacred ceremonies, and
worklng to transmit their history and culture to the new generation.

The thunder sheet should be at least 36" x 24" for best results. (The bigger, the
better.) Play by holding one of its sides with both hands and vigorously shaking
the sheet. A large suspended cymbal may be substituted if a thunder sheet is
unavailable.

Percussion 1 may use a brake drum, a thick metal plate, or anvil. In measures 1-7,
39, and 71-72, make sure flutes and clarinet 1 are playing a half-step trill. At measure
57, feel free to use rubato, and strive for a big, supported sound at measure 61.

The fermata on beat 4 of measure 69 should be long, lasting at least 5 seconds or
more to properly set the stage for measure 70. At measure 83, snare drum should
avoid overplaying. Pay careful attention to the forte-piano crescendos in measures
96 and 104—work for a sharp accent, an instantaneous drop in volume, and a full,

well-controlled crescendo. % E !



CONDUCTOR’S FULL SCORE

Approx. Performance Time = 3:40

dedicated to the Southwest Oklahoma Band Directors’ Association

THE LIGHTNING SPIRIT
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