CONDUCTOR FJH YOUNG BAND Grade 2.5

CHANT AND SAVAGE DANCE

Brian Balmages

Instrumentation

1 - Conductor’s Full Score

1 - Opt. Piccolo

4 - Flute 1

4 - Flute 2

2 - Oboe A f

1 - Bassoon Vlbrapth
Bells

4 - Bb Clarinet 1 Chimes

4 - Bb Clarinet 2

2 - B) Bass Clari

1 - Timp
5- Peén 1
3 - Eb Alto Saxopho le
3 - Eb Alto one 2 * gasl‘sagas
rum
T it ;ﬁzn Q Snare Drum
é - Percussion 2

pet 1 Wind Chimes
Finger Cymbals
Tam-tam

2 Tom-toms
Tambourine
Cowbell

ult, all single page parts are collated before multiple page parts.

a‘% is now using a high-speed sorting system for parts.

Frank J. Hackinson

2525 Davie Road, Suite 360
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33317-7424



The Composer

Brian Balmages is an active composer, conductor, and p

ived his 6
aster’s degree

The FJH Music
ulty member at Towson

bachelor’s degree in music from James Madison Univ

from the University of Miami in Florida. Mr. Balmages i s have b%
performed worldwide at conferences inc i ce,
the Midwest Clinic, the International Tub Iar@onal
Trombone Festival, and the Internatio d Conference ive
schedule of commissions and premieres has i ted groupsfranging from
elementary schools to professional ense i eB tlﬁe Symphony
Orchestra, the Miami Symphony Orchestra Unlver% iami Wind

Company Inc. in Fort Lauderdale) Florida, and an adjun

Ensemble. Currently, he is director of instrumental pu io
University in Baltimore, Maryl

mes Kluesn@n Tison, and Gilbert Johnson.
as performed with the Miami

{@tra, Skyline Brass, and the Henry

o
u 1
hroughou%ld have long been associated with rituals. Ceremonies
een performedfor many reasons including harvests, good fortune in war,
heallng, and ge in status of an individual. Chant and Savage Dance is a work
that progr cally depicts one of these ancient tribal rituals.

mg theme provides a certain amount of instability that is reinforced

stmg harmonies. This instability foreshadows the impending savage dance,

wh introduced by percussion. The music continues to build until the intensity
\?f(the dance seems almost unbearable. Soon, the dancers reach the point of utter

haustion and uncontrollably collapse to the ground. With their collapse comes a
@ brief return of the opening material, signifying the end of the ritual.

g Each percussion entrance (measures 38, 65, and 91) in the dance should be more

energetic and powerful than the previous entrance, so avoid building too quickly.
The dance becomes almost unbearable in measure 91. Although percussion is
extremely important in this passage, work for a balance with winds. At measure

V 109, allow tam-tam to ring sufficiently before bringing in clarinets at measure 110.
The pause should be long enough to allow the tam-tam to reach the same dynamic
(mezzo piano) as clarinets.

From measures 91-109, consider positioning percussionists around the audience to
double parts on stage with identical or similar instruments. This will literally bring
the audience into the final stage of the ritual and have a dramatic effect.
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Overview
by Deborah A. Sheldon
Bars Section Comments
1-37 Chant The chant begins in a haunting style, with sparse scoring in a minor

key. Cue vibraphone in bar 5 and accompanying clarinets who
in open 5" at 8. Good intonation and attention to accidentals a
important. Harmonic interest is introduced by no
the accidentals. Bring out the descending acco
change of meter (from } to ) at 14. The chant mel
restatement begins at 18, with increased scoring and a
change. Emphasize chromatic accompanime
melodic flavor. Remind students of fingerin

the introduction of more percussion and t of recurr

rk the 6
finishes WQ'
thematic material that herald ’ n

dy. e
¢

the similarity of sound bet
ea

your time with the chant.
nice expressive element.

of rubato wil

38-64 Dance-A Unrelenting percussion and a dran
beginning of the ce. The tempo is swi e spirit more stirring
and the meter moves to 4 Give saxophone d horns a good cue on
. At the same time, bring percussion dynamics
n accompa t role. Despite the driving

force, form w er touch so the tempo

won’t drag. s in the ac iment call for attention to good

i i ody i is c rised of an unusual twelve-bar
restatement of f the opening chant material is used

he dance t 38-54 to the second statement of the
S . @e dance is played with full ensemble with
nice sense of polyphony. Here, four main wind
ines are woven t and supported by percussion. Be sure that
four part ddressed in rehearsal so the texture is evident in

the en 1 nd. The dance melody grows in intensity through
bar nes must be held full value with good sound.

m returns to 2 ; intensity and tempo should be maintained. The
ding 3" harmonization of melodic incipits returns in the flutes,
eboes, and bells. Observe dynamic swells to add to forward
momentum. Melodic material returns in the saxophones and horns
as accompaniment voices grow. Texture thickens at 85. Three heavy
accents lead the ensemble to a tutti exclamation at 91. Focus on
percussion in this section. While repetitive, the insistent nature of
these parts gives this section its agitated feel. From 95 to 109 the
dance section builds to a fevered pitch. Keep dynamics under control.
Students must always play with a beautiful sound. Don’t hurry
0 through the fermata and cutoff at 109. Let the gong ring and decay

before moving on.

110—1!; Conclusion There is a return to material from the beginning with the melody now
stated in the clarinet. The tempo is significantly slower and dynamics

are quiet as the chant reappears. The remainder of the work winds
down to a beautiful, poignant tapered end. Take your time and allow
your listeners to enjoy every nuance.
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CONDUCTOR’S FULL SCORE

Approx. Performance Time = 4:10

Opt. Piccolo
Flutes 1-2

Oboe

Bassoon

Bb Clarinets

Bb Bass Clarinet

EbAlto !
Saxophones 2

Bb Tenor
Saxophone

Eb Baritone
Saxophone

Bb Trumpets

F Horn

Trombones

Baritone/
Euphonium

Tuba

Mallet Pereussion
(Vibraphone,
Bells, Chimes)

Timpani

Percussion 1
(Triangle, Maracas,
Bass Drum,
Snare Drum)

Percussion 2
(Wind Chimes,
Finger Cymbals,
Tam-tam, 2 Tom-toms,
Tambourine, Cowbell)

CHANT AND SAVAGE DANCE

commissioned by the Woodland Regional High School Band

Beacon Falls, CT; Patricia Cornett, Director
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Copyright © 2005 The FJH Music Company Inc.
International Copyright Secured. Made in U.S.A. All Rights Reserved.

WARNING! This arrangement is protected by copyright law. Copying or reproducing it by any method without the publisher’s written permission
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is an infringement of copyright law. Anyone who reproduces copyrighted materials is subject to substantial penalties for each infringement.
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A tempo

poco rit.
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A tempo

poco rit.
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Allegro (J

poco rit.
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