CONDUCTOR FJH CONCERT BAND Grade 3

WHEN SPIRITS SOAR

Brian Balmages

Instrumentation

1 - Conductor’s Full Score
1 - Piccolo

4 - Flute 1

4 - Flute 2

2 - Oboe

2 - Bassoon

4 - Bb Clarinet 1
4 - Bb Clarinet 2
4 - Bb Clarinet 3
2 - Bb Bass Clari
1 - Eb Contr; Cla
2 -Eb Alt

\ tales
-Percussion 1

Snare Drum
Q Bass Drum
2 Tuned Crystal Water Glasses
3 - Percussion 2
Triangle
Crash Cymbals
Suspended Cymbal

2-F H‘”‘"@ Wind Chimes
2-F H@ Finger Cymbals

Trumpe
- rumpet 3

FJH is now using a high-speed sorting system for parts.
As a result, all single page parts are collated before multiple page parts.
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The Composer

Brian Balmages is an active composer, conductor, and performer. He
bachelor’s degree in music from James Madison University a is ma
from the University of Miami in Florida. Mr. Balmages’s compo
performed worldwide at conferences including the CBDNA Natio
the Midwest Clinic, the International Tuba/Euphonium Con

Trombone Festival, and the International Trumpet Guil
schedule of commissions and premieres has incorpo
elementary schools to professional ensembles, includi %

Orchestra, the Miami Symphony Orchest i i iami d
Ensemble. Currently, he is director of i [ i ic

Company Inc. in Fort Lauderdale, Florid t faculty mem@t owson
S

University in Baltimore, Maryland.
on Tison, bert Johnson.
r with the Miami
e ss, and the Henry

igh School Con nd. The title is significant in that it carries a
fers to the celebration at having reached the

. The first mea
@. It describes the outer sections of the piece, which
; ement.

ommissE'me Director Jim Pennington and the Douglas

ond meaning¥efers to a tragic time in the history of the school when two
seniors were kKilled in a car accident. The following morning, seniors were told of
what had ha%d. The band was scheduled to perform at another school that
night, b eir‘director told them that, given the circumstances, they were not
req e@%rform. But everyone decided to perform, and the results were one
he most emotionally powerful performances the band has ever had. The tragedy,
st , and resolve are portrayed in the lyrical section of the piece. A soft and
ethereal section uses several effects to convey the presence of these and other
irits in our lives.

@A synthesizer producing a high-pitched—ethereal sound may be substituted for

crystal glasses, though glasses are strongly preferred. A vibraphone cue is offered
E if neither are available. As notated in the score, certain band members should sing

a concert G as written. Men may wish to sing it an octave lower, but it should not be

sung any lower than that. If musicians have difficulty reaching the pitch, it is best
V that they rest during the passage.

Percussion 1 and 2 are playable with two players each, though additional players

may be used if available. The piano part is most important in the lyrical section,
and may be omitted in the outer sections if necessary.
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CONDUCTOR’S FULL SCORE

commissioned by the Douglas S. Freeman High School Concert Band

Richmond, VA, Jim Pennington, Director

WHEN SPIRITS SOAR

Approx. Performance Time = 6:12

(ASCAP)

BRIAN BALMAGES
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