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The Arranger

Timothy Loest’s career as a middle school band director,
years. He is currently director of bands at F.E. Peacoc
Illinois, a suburb of Chicago.
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Honors Award.
A frequently commissioned c oser and guest conQa Mr. Loest is an

exclusive writer for The F. Company Inc. His works for elementary
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O, Tannenbénes is a delightful trombone feature based on the German carol
nenbaum. Because this arrangement showcases the trombone section,
trombonists should stand front and center during performances and rehearsals.
\%}cause accessory percussion instruments exaggerate the work’s humorous
ture, they should be positioned or held for the audience to see.

Q@ This arrangement has a jazzy swing feel. The challenge with swing is that it is

played differently than notated. To achieve the proper style, eighth note pairs

should be played with a quarter-eighth triplet feel. Stylistic exceptions occur

in the introduction (measures 1-2) and the slower middle section (measures
V 21-34). These sections should be played with an even eighth-note feel.
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O Tannenbones, O Tannenbones,
With faithful slides a moving!

O Tannenbones, O Tannenbones,
With faithful slides a moving!
Not only quick in summer’s heat
But in the winter’s snow and sle
O Tannenbones, O Tannenbon
With faithful slides a moving!

O Tannenbones, O Tannenbone
Of all the horns most lovely!

O Tannenbones, O Tannenbones,
Of all the horns most
Your slides they brin ewed delight
A-gleaming in t
O Tannenbones,

recious things I%ssess:
0 enbones nnenbones

Your'soundwi teach me.
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Overview
by Deborah A. Sheldon

Bars Section Comments

1-4 Introduction The introduction is split into two two-bar segments. The first gives
the feel of a more “traditional” O Tannenbaum that is capped
fermata on the penultimate chord. Observe the ritardando in t

bar. This leads to a two-bar segment that moves i i
feel. Teaching should focus on swinging eighth n

same bar. Full ensemble return i e
the first beat of 12 to make i 4
13-20 B The alto and tenor saxophd horns so&@econd

half of the melody with acco n flutes a s. A “holiday
horse” sound carries on in the sleig te%lock parts.
The return of a portion of the A section r out'the last half of the
tune. A good cue he pickup in 16 will reififorce the forte dynamics

and full ense ing. Again, make way for the slapstick in the
first beat at @O “clears the deck” for a

21-28 A
v slower, a minor$ound ensues, and eighths are now played
. Students will& miliar spooky tune that occurs in 25 and

6 will be ega rombone students to play in this section.
They might neeeminded to play a higher Al in the following
ction. Cue onr and exaggerate their contributions. Accidental

i‘ hanges in style, tonality, and tempo.

ind w@helpful. Students should maintain good tone quality
at a: 1 throughout this section. A nice break between this and
the next'section will reinforce the change of style.

@econd half of the tune variation is marked Joyfully. The tempo is
aster, major tonality returns as does “holiday horse” percussion, and
gwing feel returns. Students must continue to watch accidentals that
change the harmonic structure. Full f sound at 33 leads to ritard and
fermata at 34. These two bars reiterate the first two bars of the piece.
A brighter swing tempo occurs at 35, where upper winds engage in a
dialogue with lower winds (36) that give way to the trombone section
(37) followed by full ensemble punctuation of the end of the phrase
at 38.

Bars 39-53 replicate bars 5-19. A simple percussion break at 54 leads
to a brief flute solo at 55. The final bar (56) replicates bar 20, but
articulation and percussion have changed. Students must be mindful
of the mp dynamic level and get out of the way after beat 3 for a light
triangle hit on beat 4.
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CONDUCTOR’S FULL SCORE

Approx. Prformance Time = 159 O TANNENBONES

TROMBONE FEATURE

based on the German carol O Tannenbaum Arranged by
TIMOTHY LOEST
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