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The Composer

Brian Balmages is an active composer, conductor, and perform
bachelor’s degree in music from James Madison University and his
from the University of Miami in Florida. Mr. Balmages’s ¢
performed worldwide at conferences including the CBD

elementary schools to professional ense including the Baltimore hony
Orchestra, the Miami Symphony Orche e Uni i migWind
Ensemble. Currently, he is director of i Music

Company Inc. in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, er at Towson

University in Baltimore, Maryland.

h James Kluesner, D n, and Gilbert Johnson.
Itimore area, and has formed with the Miami

amber Orches;a, Skyline Brass, and the Henry

Mr. Balmages studied trumpet
He is a freelance musician in t

Symphony Orchestra, th i
Mancini Institute Orchest

y Loudoun County High School and Director
onor of the school’s 50th anniversary. Because of the
and its northern Virginia surroundings, it was requested

Essentially, t tire work is based on fragments of the original alma mater. The
Hollywog@d:-style opening is a direct quotation of the melody with an altered harmony,

ves way to a simple, lighthearted melody taken from the original tune.
ion develops as orchestration thickens and countermelodies are introduced.
ly, the melody is cut in half and further developed at measure 35.

Xmultimeter section introduces a new theme based on the first three notes of the

receding melodic material. This section returns to the lighthearted character of the
opening as it develops over a continually changing harmonic center. As this section
builds and declines, the original alma mater (with altered harmonies) appears in its
entirety beginning in measure 87. The melody is interrupted with melodic fragments
from the previous section, then becomes the focus of the work.

A brief transition and return to opening material quickly moves to a restatement of
the multimeter motif, eventually colliding with melody as both are simultaneously
presented in a dramatic ending reminiscent of the style at the beginning of the work.
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