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The Composer

Brian Balmages is an active composer, conductor, and perfor
bachelor’s degree in music from James Madison University a
from the University of Miami in Florida. Mr. Balmages’s compo
performed worldwide at conferences including the CBDNA Natio
the Midwest Clinic, the International Tuba/Euphonium Co

Orchestra, the Miami Symphony Orches z of Mia
Ensemble. Currently, he is director of i ications at Th sic
Company Inc. in Fort Lauderdale, Florid junct faculty memper owson

University in Baltimore, Maryland. s‘
Pon Tison, bert Johnson.

He is a freelance musician in the Baltimore area, and ha with the Miami
Symphony Orchestra, the Florida Chamber Orchestra, e Brass, and the Henry
Mancini Institute Orchestra.

Qsongs. The opening fanfare is a variation

t
of the ng, Sweet Willia%nteresting to note that the actual melody of
t Wi i based o f an English folk song, Green Bushes. However,
al Irish tunes weet William and Brian O Linn, suggest that they be
this melo is why it appears in this arrangement.

ond tune Starief County Down, is the focus of the middle lyrical section.
This popular folk song is about a sweet young woman, and has also been
the basis of other songs.

Th a%on is based on The Minstrel Boy by Thomas Moore, who was one of
the m ortant figures in 19th-century Irish music. Although Moore based many
o ics on traditional Irish songs, he often changed the modal characteristics
of the original tunes. A variation of this tune becomes the basis of a coda section.
\his section hints at the sounds of traditional Irish dance music, including those
hornpipes, reels, and jigs.

In the introduction, all wind players should hold the dotted half notes their full
value to avoid gaps in the sound. Accents are absent in measure 9, but style should
remain crisp with a bit of lift between notes. Make certain that clarinet 1 does not
overarticulate beginning in measure 29. The entrance should be unnoticeable.

During the lyrical section, encourage stagger breathing to obscure obvious breaks
in the phrase. The crescendos are an excellent opportunity to focus on breathing

and airstream. Have fun with the last section—while there should be a noticeable
change in tempo at measure 126, feel free to adjust to your ensemble’s capabilities.
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CONDUCTOR’S FULL SCORE

Approx. Performance Time = 4:20

Flute

Oboe

Bassoon

Bb Clarinets

Bb Bass Clarinet

EbAlto !
Saxophones 2

Bb Tenor
Saxophone

Eb Baritone
Saxophone

Bb Trumpets

F Horn

Trombones

Baritone/
Euphonium

Tuba

Bells
Xylophone

Timpani

Percussion 1
(Snare Drum,
Bass Drum,
Triangle)

Percussion 2
(Crash Cymbals,
Tambourine,
Suspended Cymbal)

IMAGES OF IRELAND
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