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The Composer

Born in 1959, Chris Sharp is a Florida native raised in Cocoa Beach.

a Master of Music degree in studio writing and producti

of Miami, studying with Gary Lindsay, James Progris,

and Whit Sidener. Since 1984, Mr. Sharp has served a

Disney World Creative Services, providing musie,for ev

bands to national television broadcasts. } 2

(Florida and California); Ringling Broth i ; school and col@
e

throughout the United States; and seve ds, includi

d adjudic%I . Sharp’s
present focus is on developing material fo mi ool concert
bands, jazz bands, and small ensembles. He S %Orlando area,
where he is a composer, arranger, orchestrator, freela mbonist, and active
music educator.

Quest is a rite of passage for adolescents

ure, theais
ir entry into adult usually involves the individual embarking
journeyrfof solitude, sometimes without food or water.
o@acate their source of spiritual guidance through
tion and self-imposed delirium brought on by fatigue.

uest is a mu 1 representation of this journey. It begins with a bold

unison state t, then evolves into a contemplative lyrical passage signifying

the spiritual‘@ley, and concludes with a high-energy section representing
very and leadership.

feats of 6
The c language used is essentially aeolian mode based on the key of F
major. There are only six notes used throughout the composition: D, E, F, G, A,
and Bb. This limits harmonies to minor and sustained chords, which suggests
Y.e Native American theme. The absence of C eliminates some of the ergonomic
d intonation issues associated with it in younger players, particularly in the
@ brass section.

g The opening statement scored in octaves is an excellent opportunity to focus
0 on ensemble intonation. Make certain there is communication within and among
sections to achieve a consensus. Encourage breathing and phrasing in 4-measure
segments so that forward momentum is maintained through the lyrical section.
The full ensemble statement at measure 22 should be well supported with plenty
of air, without compromising tone quality. A variety of percussion timbres help
propel the allegro passage. Staccato markings should be observed and interpreted
in the literal musical sense—that is, as half the length of the note to which they
are applied. At measure 66, once again focus on quality and intonation rather
than sheer volume to produce the most musical effect. cz
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CONDUCTOR’S FULL SCORE

Approx. Performance Time = 2:19
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