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The Composer

Dr. Roland Barrett is currently a member of the music theory faculty at the University
of Oklahoma. He joined the theory department in the fall of 2001 after serving the

previous 16 years as assistant director of bands. In addition to teaching v
undergraduate and graduate level music theory courses, Dr. Barrett conti
role as music arranger for the famed Pride of Oklahoma marching ba

Dr. Barrett is a nationally recognized composer and arranger,
original works and arrangements for symphonic band, various ¢
and marching band. His compositions have received numerous pe
The Midwest Clinic, and are regularly programmed by al
Dr. Barrett is a three-time recipient of the annual ASC sa and is a forme
recipient of the Michael Hennagin memorial scholar co ition at t
University of Oklahoma.

About the Music

Because of federal litigati
a large tract of land it ha

the state of Texas ceded to the U.S. government
%{epublic. This 34-% x 167-mile

rectangle, the pres e of the e klahoma, was known as the
Cimarron Territory.
Throughout the Cimarron Terri has had many titles: Cimarron Strip,

Public Land an’s Land, bers’ Roost. (This last name emerged
* or dependeém state and territorial government—and
de it notériousthroughout the American Southwest as a
tlaws, cattle rus%mblers, and various other desperadoes and
ahoma Organic Act, passed by Congress in 1890,

y to the Oklahoma Territory. Oklahoma later achieved
od in Nov 907.

A h the reputa and demeanor of some of its early inhabitants gave the
territory a so hat rough-and-rowdy image, its land has always been blessed with
a simple and%ing beauty—a sense of power and expanse, enormous vistas, and

spectac unsets. Cimarron Sunset, with its simple but beautiful melody, is an
attempt pict the quiet, natural elegance of this land.
Thigypiece is intended to serve as a study in tone production, artistic phrasing, and

esist any temptation to rush or hurry through the work. Observance of the suggested
mpo and dynamic fluctuations will greatly contribute to its artistry.

\lf‘eat support. It should be played smoothly and gracefully; the conductor should

At measure 10, the horn solo (cued in trumpet 1) should begin very softly, then
crescendo. At measure 16, bells should be slightly softer than flutes; a medium hard
mallet is suggested. In measure 29, it is important that the “no breath” instruction
be observed; measure 29 should flow directly and continuously into measure 30. At
measure 33, remind trombones to observe the tenuto markings, playing in a smooth
and connected fashion. There is an important key change at measure 49, the final full
statement of the melody. Throughout, players should work toward smooth and

tapered releases. E E i
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