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The Composer

Brian Balmages is an active performer, arranger, and co
bachelor’s degree in music from James Madison UniverSi

9

/

internationally at conferences, such as The
Euphonium Conference, the Internationa

e
Symphony, and Junction. Sought after a inici ompose I%conductor,
he is composer-in-residence for the Mid-Atla d Conduetors,Conference and
the Skyline Brass Music Festival.

Mr. Balmages studied trumpet James Kluesner, DonTison, and Gilbert Johnson.
In addition to being a fre sician, he currently performs with the Miami
amber Orch and the Skyline Brass.

iffin was co % by the Lincoln-Way East High School Music

i - ast Wind Symphony.
cept of th ame from the griffin, which is the mascot of the school

t missioned work. According to mythology, the griffin is a creature
typically having,the head, forepart, and wings of an eagle, and the body, hind legs,
and tail of a @l originated in ancient Middle Eastern legend, influencing many
of the In%s nds incorporated throughout the piece.

The nifig depicts the origin and magnificence of this powerful creature. The
middle of the work explores what a traveler would see when approaching the
\%rifﬁ nest. It is said that the griffin would fly up to the mountains then return

o build its nest out of the gold that was found. The utter beauty and awe of such
site provides the emotional basis from which this section is inspired. The final
section takes the listener on an actual flight. One can fathom the tremendous
wingspan and power as this magical creature takes flight.
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for the Lincoln Way East High School Wind Symphony; Frankfort, Illinois

CONDUCTOR’S FULL SCORE

FLIGHT OF THE GRIFFIN

152-160)

Approx. Performance Time = 7:08

(ASCAP)

BRIAN BALMAGES

Allegro (J
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