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The Composer

<

Samuel R. Hazo, recipient of the National Band Associati Compos%@
Award, has received commissions at the professiona d public sehoo
levels, in addition to composing original scores for te i , and the %
His original symphonic compositions incl elds,
James Earl Jones, David Conrad, and Ri ile i %\onic
arrangements for three-time Grammy A ucinda

Williams. Mr. Hazo’s works for wind en en premie ate and
National MENC, The Midwest Clinic, the ) d Associ '&onvention, the
[ @h programs on NPR.
S al, university, all-state,
and honor bands.

Mr. Hazo has served as a i her on each educational grade level, including tenure
as a high school and coll i . ived his bachelor’s and master’s
degrees from Duqu 0 ed on the Board of Governors
and was awarded as D Outstandi @mate in Music Education. Mr. Hazo
is a clinician a the rgus{l y in the Upper St. Clair School District.
He resides i is wife and two children.

ut the

This'work was wrltte o celebrate the centennial anniversary of the New Mexico
Military Inst s band program, and to honor the former cadets who sacrificed
their lives fo country and people. It is a musical and poetic journey that carries
the lj ste@om the horrible human sacrifice of war, to the love a soldier must feel
toward hi low man to give such a sacrifice.

ening of the work, the listener hears somber chords interwoven with a military
funeral drum cadence and a quote from Taps. At measure 11, the chimes symbolize a
ligious service memorializing someone’s life. This theme builds to measure 15, where
powerfully dissonant chords express the culmination of grief that is felt after loss.

The poem entitled At the Site of the Memorial transitions the view of heroic loss from
that of duty for one’s country, to the act of love for one’s fellow man, which justifies
life’s sacrifice more than valor. Following the poem, earlier themes are repeated with

a gentler, more beautiful tone. The deceptive ending at measure 41 finalizes the soft
themes that follow the poem. It serves to contrast the full and powerful themes at
measure 45, which truly symbolize the ultimate sacrifice, inspired by love. At measure
58, the quote from Taps is heard over lush chords. The winds fade out, symbolizing the
end of life; timpani fades out, symbolizing the remembrance of heroism; then only wind
chimes continue, symbolizing the acts of love that remain alive after all else is gone.
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Music by SAMUEL R. HAZQO (ASCAP)
Poetry by Dr. SAMUEL J. HAZO
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No soldiers choose to die.

It’s what they risk by being
who and where they are.

It’s what they dare while saving
someone else whose life means
suddenly as much to them
as theirs.

To honor them
why speak of duty or the will
of governments?
Think first of love

Or more. each time you tell their story.

open vamp during poem

cut off percussion after “...tell their story.”
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It gives their sacrifice a name,
And takes from war its glory.

on cue after poetry
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