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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an active composer, conductor, producer, and pe
He received his bachelor’s degree in music from James Madison University
master’s degree from the University of Miami in Florida. Mr. Balmages’s,wor

the University of Miami Wind Ensemble, Dominion B
enjoyed world premieres in prestigious ven

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys e
university groups, and professional en

rous ho ws,
out the coun@o able

guest conducting appearances have inc inic,Co Band
Directors Regional Conference, Mid-Atla Ni onference, the
Atlantic Classical Orchestra Brass Ensemble %hony Hall in
Baltimore. He has also served as an adjunct professor ru tal conducting

Currently, Mr. Balmages i

Company Inc. in Fort Lau

of instrument ublications at The FJH Music
ida. He resi Baltimore with his wife, Lisa.

Aboiit th sic
piec ritten in m att Rhodes, a student at John T. Baker Middle

1 who passed ay@ fighting spina bifida. He was an extremely spirited

ual; friend school said that he was the least handicapped person

d ever kno ite his confinement to a wheelchair, he always entered

ar with a smile. This piece is a tribute to his life. It is not a mournful piece,

even in its sl nd tranquil beginning. Rather, it celebrates his courage and
%ive as positively as possible. In our society, it is easy to focus on

determinatio

the neg lacing excess value on material things. People like Matt, who are
able ceept their condition and continuously bring out the best in themselves
and others, are very special.

The piece begins with an ethereal introduction before moving into a beautiful

orale. Consider doubling the bells on vibraphone for a stronger effect in the

@ irst 12 measures. After the development of this opening theme, the piece moves
g toward a more spirited and exciting section. Eventually, the opening chorale is

presented under the continued rhythmic intensity of the upper woodwinds. The

end of the piece reflects Matt’s humor and good nature, as he seeks to win yet one
more smile from those around him.

Vo bian Boogs
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CONDUCTOR’S FULL SCORE for the John T. Baker Middle School Band, Damascus, MD
Approx. Performance Time = 4:50 Michael Kamuf, Director

THROUGH COURAGEOUS EYES

in memory of Matt Rhodes
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