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The Composer

Samuel R. Hazo’s work as a composer includes commissions at the profe
university, and public school levels, as well as original scores for televisio
the stage. His original symphonic compositions include stag
Brooke Shields, James Earl Jones, David Conrad, and Richar
symphonic arrangements for two-time Grammy Award-winnin
Mr. Hazo’s works for wind ensemble have been premiered at ME
variety of all-state and honor bands. In 2001, he won the

Contest at the Midwest Clinic.
2 also served o ard of
g Graduate in Music Education.
. i o istrict, a

ly ten to receive
f Education. He

master’s degrees from Duquesne Unive
Governors and was awarded as Duques
Mr. Hazo is currently on the music fac
Presidential Blue Ribbon school district,
the New American High School Award from
resides in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, with his w1fe an

About the Musi

Dr. Robert Cameron D1

r after experiencing the passing of his

Bands &Qne University in Pittsburgh,

death was accidental and completely unexpected, there was never
a ? ing nce or closu is piece was composed to help him during his
tim i i illiam Shakespeare’s Sonnet 21: “And then
believ my love is as fau&w mother’s child, though not so bright / As those
ixed in hea

T ork is abo et go of a loved one from your hands into the hands of God,
as the glor nsformation of the soul to Heaven. Musically, this letting go
ocC from measures”49-60, with material before measure 49 representing love on Earth

and materia r measure 60 representing God’s love. At measure 60, the grand chorale
symbolizes ul’s arrival in Heaven.

Encouragesthe ensemble to keep all notes connected and flowing except when
rwise marked with breath marks or grand pauses. There should be no breaks in the
sound; even at the end of phrases. Bells should be played with light, hard plastic
\n|allets for a delicate sound. At measure 13, the flute and oboe take over the melody as
ey play with the brass choir. Have them approach the passage with the sound and
@ phrasing of a brass instrument. Although there is no dynamic change at measure 29, the
sound should be fuller than the previous passage.

0 b At measure 49, there must be tension in the chord because it symbolizes the grief and

human resistance toward losing a loved one. At measure 50, the music depicts God’s
love and care for the soul and should be performed with a gentle nature. The piece then
builds from measure 56-60, representing the soul’s transformation to Heaven. It should
be played powerfully and with a representative level of grandeur. All long tones must be
held their entire value while producing the most beautiful tone achievable. If
accomplished, the full ensemble’s sound will be tremendous.

e Rty
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commissioned by Dr. Robert Cameron, Director of Bands, Duquesne University

CONDUCTOR’S FULL SCORE

in memory of R. Mary Cameron

IN HEAVEN'S AIR

Approx. Performance Time = 4:19
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