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The Composer

Brian Balmages is an active performer, arranger, and composer. He received his
bachelor’s degree in music from James Madison University and his master’s degree

Trumpet Guild Conference. His list of commissions includ
universities, as well as the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra,

Symphony Orchestra, the Florida Cham

About the Music

The Battle of Gettysburg was the turning p
on July 1, 1863, when shots were exchange
noon to further engage the Federal Ar
Gettysburg to Cemetery Hill, resultmg 1
to gain further ground; however,

ifit of the Civil War. The @ e began at 5:30 A.M.
er Marsh Creek. GenerallLee’s army arrived after

P.M., the FederEl corps were in retreat through

rate victor July 2, Lee’s forces were able
ge Gen de’s strong position at Cemetery

Ridge. Lee was unshaken by these e planned assault on the Federal Army the
following day. {
The music opensdwith the eelings of silenc almness that must have been present

before the comm 1 battle , 1863. The drums, protruding from near
silence, foreshado events t W. The introduction builds into measure 23,
(Lee had plann ks on the Federal Army from several different
od order@d him to change his plans. He then planned a main

te idge in an effort to wipe out the Federals completely.)

nd drum corps is soon followed by the dissonant sounds of troops marching
(S the trumpets and clarinets are heard sounding the call to open the
%rals Beginning at measure 51, the aleatoric section symbolizes the
200 cannons that took place for nearly two hours. The percussion
of these cannons while members of the band whistle from high to low,
representmg t n balls cutting through the air. (After the bombardment was over, infantry
went forward in is known as Pickett’s Charge, named after Major-General George Pickett of the
nfeder%ut the Federals were able to cut Confederate forces to pieces, effectively ending the

ing this the turning point of the Civil War.)

a um with snares off may be substituted for a field drum. The tuning notes for the timpani

attle a%
Al omFtom or other deep drum may be used in place of a second bass drum if necessary. Also,
o

suggested; any low notes will suffice. At measure 51, the percussion section should strike
drums at random as though a series of cannons were going off. Consider placing percussionists
around the hall for added effect, and using sound projection equipment to amplify the whistling.
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CONDUCTOR’S FULL SCORE

Approx. Performance Time = 2:47

GETTYSBURG

A Civil War Portrait

BRIAN BALMAGES
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*Low tom or other low drum may be substituted
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FL
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Bsn.

Cls.

A. Sax.

T. Sax.

B. Sax.

1
Tpts.
P 2

Hn.

Tbn.

Bar./
Euph.

Tuba

Bells

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

open repeat

*Can substitute low tom or other instrument if necessary.

See notes about music.
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