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The Composer

Robert Longfield is an award-winning composer, arranger, and educator. Born and raised
in Grand Rapids, Michigan, he graduated with honors from the University of Michigan
where he studied with Jerry Bilik and Paul Boylan and was a member of
William D. Revelli and George Cavender. He also earned a degree fro
Miami where he was a student of Alfred Reed.

Senior ngh School Mlaml Florida. Mr. Longfield was t
Year” award by the Michigan School Band and Orche
the “Mr. Holland Award” from the National Academ
outstanding contributions to music educati

A member of ASCAP, Mr. Longfield has & over forty
publications to his credit. His compos played and
recorded by bands throughout the Un i da, Europe, and Japan.

About the
Where Valor P, Sleep inspire (&%lt to Arlington National Cemetery and

is dedicate emory of the fa iers. It was premiered by the Albemarle
County Hig nors Band ary 15, 1999. The title is taken from the poem
T jvouac d by The ’Hara verses of which are featured on several

plac ear ents th o) the cemetery. A portion of this poem follows:

The ed drun@i roll has beat
The soldi S 00;

No more o arade shall meet
The brave fallen few.

On Fame’s eternal camping-ground
The@nt tents are spread,
guards, with solemn round,
A%)ivouac of the dead.

est on, embalmed and sainted dead!
Dear is the blood you gave;

No impious footstep here shall tread
The herbage of your grave;

Nor shall your glory be forgot
While Fame her record keeps,

Or Honor points the hallowed spot
Where Valor proudly sleeps.

In this composition, two contrasting themes are presented—first individually, and then
juxtaposed. The first is an original hymn, and the second is a marching tune paraphrased
from a Civil War era melody entitled Virginia’s Bloody Soil. Two shorter motifs appear
frequently throughout the piece—a slow drum cadence played on a muffled field drum
and a series of short trumpet calls that are echoed by muted trumpets. At the climax of
the piece, 21 canon shots are heard. Near the end, a solo french horn plays Taps.
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CONDUCTOR’S FULL SCORE

Approx. Performance Time = 8:43 commissioned by the Albermarle County High School Honors Band

Charlottesville, Virginia

WHERE VALOR PROUDLY SLEEPS

ROBERT LONGFIELD
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Slowly (J = ca. 56)
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A little faster, steady (J = ca. 66)
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