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The Composer

performed internationally at conferen
International Tuba/Euphonium Confe

Festival, and the International Trumpet . His list of issions
S Baltimor&mphony
ion. Soug rasa
S e for the
Mid-Atlantic Wind Conductor, Brass Music
Festival.
Mr. Balmages studied tr James Klue Don Tison, and Gilbert
Johnson. In additio ance music@e currently performs
with the Miami Sym estra, the F hamber Orchestra, and

the Skyline Br

eake Seren was written for my fiancée Lisa. In addition to being a

wonderful elementary music teacher and band director, she has been a very

important p@l my life. Rather than write a more involved chorale outside

of her group ility, I chose to compose a musical piece approachable by

ab in%and. The piece explores different colors and textures, and gives
sli at more complex harmonies.

Th e is drawn from the many years that Lisa and I spent together in the

Baltimore area close to the Chesapeake Bay. In addition to its functional
portance to the area, it is also the home of countless beautiful scenes.

0 This piece is but a glimpse at just one of these settings.

It is important to teach the ensemble how to phrase together. The group
0 should always follow the direction of the melodic line. Performers playing

harmony should be taught to listen for the melody; this will enable them to
V support and emphasize the musical direction of the theme.

Two types of phrasing are necessary in order to perform this piece well.

The ensemble must be taught when to breathe together and when to stagger
breathe so that there is no break in the sound. Examples of the latter include
measures 32 and 36. Measures 37-40 provide new harmonic material. Isolate
each unison line until the group as a whole feels comfortable performing the

passage.
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