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The Composer

Les Taylor, a nationally-recognized composer/arranger,
Editor for FJH Music. He received his formal trainin
has remained active as a teacher, clinician, adj
30 years. His arrangements and composi
Educators National Conference, Colle
Midwest Band and Orchestra Clinic, a
World TV specials.
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on the C mas and Eas

About the Mus

This work was writ i f Jeffrey Da ak. Prior to his untimely death
in the summer of was an outsw student at Olson Middle School
in Woodstock, Illinois. described h s a very special friend, and admired

him for his p i band, chorus, and athletics. They especially
] g personality. This work was written to
is still in the minds of all the students and

d more freely with a slight rubato. It is marked
ion r to extend the feel of the melodic line. Measure 9
with a slight lift on each staccato. Listen for the triangle

itone parts, and may be played as a solo if desired. When this
at measure 57, the harmonic voices should always play behind
amically.

melody ret

the solt

83 the timpanist needs to take control of the transition and play
teady, driving beat. Pay particular attention to articulation markings and
exaggerate dynamics for maximum effect. The coda is an extension of the main

theme and features the trombones in the final measures. The glissando passages
@ should be played musically, but with lots of energy and enthusiasm.
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commissioned by the Olson, Illinois Middle School Bands,

Greg Eriksen, Director

THE SPIRIT WITHIN

to the family and friends of Jeffrey David Firak
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