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The Composer

Brian Balmages is an active performer, arranger, and composer. He received his
bachelor’s degree in music from James Madison University and a master’s degree from
the University of Miami (FL). Mr. Balmages’ works have been performed internationally
at conferences such as the Midwest Band and Orchestra Clinic, the Southeastern
Tuba-Euphonium Conference, the International Trombone Festival, and the
International Trumpet Guild Conference. In addition, his band and orchestral music
has been widely performed by bands and orchestras across the country.
after as a clinician and composer and is currently composer-in-residence
Mid-Atlantic Wind Conductors Conference and Skyline Brass Music Festi

An accomplished trumpet player, Mr. Balmages performs wi
Orchestra, Florida Chamber Orchestra, and the Skyline Brass.
Walt Disney World and the Henry Mancini Institute in Los Angele
an active performer in the Miami area.

Performance Notes

A View of the World was jointly commiss;j y and the
Broad Run High School Band, both locz C County, Virgi written in
memory of Eric Van Nederynen, a me road Run Band w@s killed in

what was decided to be a random act o .
1€ work is through-

of ach
composed with many sections marked with all writ en% composer). This text
is also included in all of the instrumental parts so th erformers may better

understand the meaning behi he piece.

gins by infusing the room with a variety of sounds
ing simulta y. These sounds act as a metaphor,
ch we live. en meet a child who is

2 ﬁild is yet to be affected by the world
around him; he si i . We see this in many young children.
They are un e pressures, iculties, or stress which may exist outside of

their bubbl
T‘\' it... bﬁnable to break the bubble that is preserving the
. _ . o ay— . )

the world follows...” Despite the innocence
lly attempting to penetrate the bubble of their
hing that was born pure. “He stomps, stubbornly...,”
n around him yet determined to remain in his own safe
But, the pr egms to burst the bubble, and he becomes intrigued.
ity consum ..”—curiosity about the magnificent world around him, a

e is eager to discover.

With the pre and stress of this new world comes wonderful and exciting moments.
As the c% rks on his adventure, he begins “dancing awkwardly.” This multimetric

“Introduction: A Chaotic
and several rhythmic 1de
mterpretmg the cha

“surrounded by a bu

, the world is p

res up images of clumsy, little children dancing about, occasionally falling
etting right back up to jump around again. As the child grows older, he
go through a phase that many of us go through; a state where he feels “alone
orld.” Eventually, many children reach a point where they feel like they are on

int
Vl:ir own, not realizing that there are people who want to offer support. “Attempting to

use himself,” he tries to avoid this solitary feeling. Many children are able to occupy
themselves with the simplest of activities, struggling to forget the troubles that
antagonize them. Inevitably, they reminisce about earlier times when unendurable
pressures did not exist. These “joyful memories” bring both happiness and sorrow.

The section beginning at measure 204 is a critical turning point in the piece. Our focus is
diverted from every child to only one—Eric Van Nederynen. In a soft, mystical section,
“he falls asleep.” This is the most desolate section of the piece—the place where it
emotionally and energetically hits rock bottom. From this point on, the piece begins to
reconstruct as “he wakes.” These two powerful metaphors are critical in understanding
the work. As his soul wakes, he realizes that he is no longer restricted to his body. He
finally realizes the freedom he has always dreamed of “...and flies around the world,”
soaring over mountains, forests, and oceans. As he continues to fly, “he rises in bliss...”
from the joy pulsating through his body. With an unexplainable sense of peace, he
reaches immeasurable heights “and finally returns home.” We hear a slightly altered
theme from Shenandoah as he makes his way back home to Virginia to be with his family

and friends forever.



CONDUCTOR’S FULL SCORE

A VIEW OF THE WORLD

Approx. Performance Time = 10:43
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Surrounded by a bubble of innocence...
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Curiosity consumes him...
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Dancing awkwardly
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M And finally returns home
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