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The Composer

Barry E. Kopetz received his bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Ohio State University
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Frederick Ebbs, Ray Cramer, and Donald McGinnis. Dr. Kopetz is the Dire of Bands
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Program Notes

Waltzing Matilda) wa ged in early 2001 for
from Melbourne, Australia. It was he who introduced
ds of Australa" a land as rich and varied as I have

Fantasy on an Australian So
Barry Croll, a good friend of
me to the beautiful sig
ever encountered.

agman—wandering men who carved out
sh. Such is the nature of the lyrics from
efusmg to give up the life of a vagabond.
hlS life of freedom. While there are numerous
ne verse should suffice to illustrate the character of

Upj ]umpe an and jumped into the billabong,
‘You'll nev e alive,” said he.
And his ghos ay be heard as you walk along the billabong,

“You’ l@e a-waltzing matilda with me.”

{l nd abounds with exciting and vivid
e

There almerous points of view as to the origin of this song. Some believe it has its
tradition, and others believe that it was simply derived from another
titled The Bold Fusilier. Regardless of its heritage, the melody is one of great
be and has survived in many forms and variations through the years. For some
residents of Australia, it has obtained a status of being their national anthem, creating
atrlotlc images of nostalgia when heard.

&0

Q In some respects, the itinerant men of early Australia capture a spirit that still remains

to this day. In many cases, these men were outcasts of society. Having committed crimes
of varying degrees, they were transported to the shores of Australia through Great

Britain’s penal system. Sentenced to work off their debt to society, these men often fled
V to the bush to live a life of wandering freedom.
This work is orchestrated in a manner that attempts to capture this particular spirit.

Written to reflect the love that has developed over time by these people for their
gorgeous continent, it is a reminiscent and lyrical statement for this most famous of

Australian songs.
gt
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CONDUCTOR’S FULL SCORE

Approx. Performance Time = 3:36 dedicated to my good friend Barry Croll, Melbourne, Australia
(Waltzing Matilda) COWAN/PATERSON
Arranged by
BARRY E. KOPETZ
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