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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and
performer. He received his bachelor's degree in music from James Madiso
and his master’s degree from the University of Miami in Florida. Mr. Balm
compositions have been performed worldwide at conferences inclu
Band Directors National Conference, the Midwest Clinic, A
Association National Conference, and the international trump
tuba/euphonium conferences. His active schedule of commissio
incorporated groups ranging from elementary schools to
including the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra, the Mia

University of Miami Wind Ensemble, Boston Brass, United States
Marine Band, and the Dominion Brass Ensemble. His en perforr@
members of leading orchestras including i i i
Orchestra, Detroit Symphony, Chicago £ %ﬁonal
Symphony, and others. He has also enjoy

mieres in prestigious venues
including Carnegie Hall and the Kenne :
Macy’s Day Thanksgiving Parade.

1l as perf({ at the
As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys engagemerits with nun e@l—state and regional

honor bands and orchestras along with university an rofessional groups. Notable
guest conducting appearances have included the Midwest Clinic, Western International
Band Clinic, College Ba i s Eastern Regional Conference, and MENC.

Additional conducting a have includﬁ Kennedy Center and Meyerhoff

Symphony Hall. He s an adjunct ssor of instrumental conducting
irector at To@University in Maryland.

and Acting Symphon

Currently, es is the Dire %strumental Publications for The FJH

Music Co Fort Lauderda lorida. He resides in Baltimore with his wife,
(‘qlzs

isayand t ns, Jacob and

?

Performance Notes
Influen e power of the drum, African Journey explores the fascinating

SO associated with ceremonies and rituals of tribal Africa. After a

1 roduction by the lower-pitched instruments and percussion, a chantlike
emanates from the upper voices; this melody continues to appear in
fragments throughout the piece. The intense rhythms suddenly subside into a
soft and lyrical passage. The piece builds in energy as it moves toward the

journey’s powerful conclusion. ‘
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