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From the Castle

A Regal Suite
Bryan Allsopp

From the Castle - A Regal Suite is a three-movement suite capturing the pomp and majesty of life within a royal‘castle.

The first movement, The King’s Court, is in rondo form and opens with its principal theme: a call-afid-response fanfare motif in
the brass and lower woodwinds. Between the principal theme’s recurring statements, a bouncy B theme captures the hustle and
bustle of the busy court, while a more lyrical C theme depicts, perhaps, a formal meeting of the King and his future Queen amidst
the excitement of the court life.

The second movement, The Castle Gardens, is in ternary form and depicts the calm and more personal life of the regality away
from the pretense and formality of the court. The ensemble is sometimes 41 unison, and sometimes in conversation, before joining
together the theme with a new countermelody at the key change. Pefhaps here in the gardens, the King and future Queen are able
to connect as people, away from the titles and roles of the court, as they join together their éémplementary melodies.

The third movement, The Royal Ballroom, is fugal in nature and depicts a regal eelebration within the castle’s ornate ballroom.
Using 6/8 versions of themes from the first movement, the main theme is passed throughout the different sections of the ensemble,
while complementary themes are added over fop. A quiet yet still formal moment in the middle of the movement, perhaps the King
and Queen finding a moment of personahconnectiofi amidst the celebration and excitement of their joining, gives way to a return to
the party and its energy as it buildsito/the end of the piece.

Be careful that the first and third movements don’t get too heavy. Keep articulations light and notes tapered to keep the dancing
feel of the piece while créating space for the conversation between the upper and lower voices.

There are multiple musical themes within the first and third movements that switch between a declaratory and fanfare-like first two
bars, before shifting into\a lighter dance-like melody and accompaniment for the following two bars. Make sure the ensemble is
aware of the structure of these themes, and their individual roles within these two musical ideas.

In the second movement, decide with your students on the phrase shaping, and make sure that all parts are working together to
complement the shape played by the melody. Make sure that the players on the countermelody starting in m. 25 don’t clip the high
note at the end of m. 28, and again at the end of m. 36.

Bryan Allsopp is a Canadian educator, conductor, horn player and composer. Bryan attended the University of British Columbia where he earned
dual Bachelor’s degrees in Music and Education. Bryan has been teaching within Alberta for over a decade and currently teaches junior high and
high school ensembles including Concert Bands, Jazz Bands and Choirs. He currently resides near Calgary, Alberta.

Please contact the composer if you require any further information about this piece
or his availability for commissioning new works and appearances.

bryan.allsopp@enpmusic.com

You can find more works by Bryan at www .bryanallsopp.com

ISBN: 9781778931468 COST: $75.00 DIFFICULTY RATING:GRADE 2.5
CATALOG NUMBER: CB225502 DURATION: 4:20 Concert Band
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